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Winter on Byewaters

PLEASE SEND ARTICLES, ADVERTISING, PHOTOGRAPHS ETC. FOR THE MARCH
2019 NEWSLETTER to Fran, 78 Byewaters or email fran.koster1@gmail.com

Well the winter has arrived and Christmas is fast approaching, where has this year gone!
Byewaters turned ‘green’, then ‘brown’ during the scorching summer, which is now
starting to seem a long time ago. So we now await the ‘white’, especially the children, is
it going to snow this Christmas they are all asking? Whatever the weather Byewaters always looks good,
particularly with all the wildlife we are lucky to have and enjoy each day. At our house we are getting ready
to enjoy Christmas with our children and grandchildren, but trying to think what to buy them all gets more
challenging each year, I’m running out of ideas!! We are going to be carol singing at Morrisons again this
year on Wednesday, 12th December, so please join us, it is for such a good cause (see article below). So while I rush off to make
the Christmas cake, pudding, mince pies etc. let me wish you all a very Merry Christmas, Chanukah and above all a very Happy,
Healthy New Year. (Truth be told, I buy it all in Lidl theirs are so much better than mine (widely available at other supermarkets)
Fran – Editor
********* NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY – BEMC AGM Wednesday 24th April 2019 – More info in the March Newsletter *********

HI ALL !!

Your Newsletter has Extra pages of trades & services on www.byewatersnews.co.uk or air your views on www.byewaters.blogspot.com
or Byewaters original website on www.byewaters.co.uk. If you need to contact the directors, email directors@byewaters.co.uk
Thanks go to:- Mike Weintroub (Page design), Les Koster (Cover photos), Byewaters Residents for their contributions, David Whittaker (web version),
IndyPrint Ltd (Printing), Newsletter delivery helper Lester and of course James Estate Agents (Sponsorship).

BYEWATERS CAROL SINGING FOR PEACE HOSPICE CARE Wed 12 December 7pm
We have been carol singing for the Peace Hospice for many years and have collected £5,222 for
them so far. It is such a good cause and you only have to give up one hour of your time for this very
worthwhile cause. This money will go a small way to help the hospice achieve the £5 million it needs
to find each year. This is so they can provide essential services, free of charge, to those facing lifelimiting illnesses. We are led by the wonderful St.Oswald’s choir and everyone that comes enjoys the
event, even if they only hum or rattle the collection box. We used to sing from house to house on
Byewaters but the weather wasn’t kind to us. We have been singing at Morrisons since 2015 where
we can sing whatever the weather and are warm and dry. Please join us on Wednesday, 12th
December at 7pm JUST FOR ONE HOUR at Morrisons.
At Christmas it is about giving and receiving, raising money for the hospice means
we can give just a little to a very good cause

Watford Colosseum
It’s Christmas Eve, and Santa Claus is flying high delivering
presents to all the boys and girls around the world. Hiding in the
back are two naughty elves. All is well until suddenly the Sat
Nav goes wrong leaving Santa stranded. With the clock ticking
and morning fast approaching how will Santa deliver all those
presents? Another record breaking production for 2018. Filled
with songs, nursery rhymes and magic. A truly unforgettable
experience which includes the magical moment when
snowflakes fall over the audience - a guaranteed white
Christmas at every show! As an added Christmas treat, all of the boys and girls in the audience will meet Santa after the show
and receive a special present of their own. Watford Colosseum from Saturday, 1st December to Monday, 24th December (the
show lasts for around 1 hour) telephone 01923 571102 for more information.

A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTORS OF BEMC (Byewaters Estate Management Company)
Autumn has arrived and so Byewaters and the surrounding countryside are getting ready for
winter. Please take care when moving around the estate – especially in wet or cold weather.
Motorists should consider others by driving slowly and avoid obstructing the footpaths when
parking. At the AGM in April we discussed the rising costs of works to manage the trees and
other aspects of the estate as it approaches the 20th anniversary of the first residents moving
in to their new homes. Stormy weather in late summer caused some damage to older trees on the estate and tree surgeons have
started work on other parts of the estate. Our neighbours at Croxley Park are planning to work on their trees, some of which are
adjacent to our estate. In October we appointed a new gardening contractor to tend the common parts of the estate. As we also
discussed at the AGM the increasing costs of maintaining the estate have an impact on the service charge and consequently this
has now been raised this year (2018/2019) for each property. If you have any questions or issues regarding
estate matters – or comments about gardening and grounds maintenance – please contact MCS customer
services email info@mcsproperty.com, phone 01920 466500 or write to them at Saxon House, 6a St
Andrews Street, Hertford. SG14 1JA.
You can also contact us directly at directors@byewaters.co.uk. Other information is available on the
www.byewaters.co.uk website.
The BEMC directors wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
David - Byewaters
THE THREE RIVERS MUSEUM – BASING HOUSE is located beside Rickmansworth Library and
Watersmeet Theatre. It is open from 2pm to 4pm Monday to Friday, and 10am to 4pm on Saturdays,
staffed entirely by volunteers. Admission to the museum is FREE. Talks are offered to the community on a
variety of subjects. Publications on local history can be purchased from the museum. For information about the
museum please contact. www.trmt.org.uk 01923 772325 or e-mail: info@trmt.org.uk
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Friends of Watersmeet Film Society [based in Watersmeet,
Rickmansworth, a Council owned venue]
The Friends of Watersmeet Film Society is run entirely by volunteers. Everyone is
welcome and we offer tea and cakes at the matinee and a Bar in the evening.
Membership is not necessary and the films are digital.
People attending the matinee should be aware that parking charges in
Rickmansworth started in April -first hour free; up to 2 hours, £1; up to 3 hours,
£2.50; up to 4 hours £4. Payment at meter by card or phone, no cash. (Probably
would need 3 hours for the films). (Pantomime during December.) ‘Crazy Rich
Asians’ Thursday, 10th January and ‘Adrift’ Thursday, 21st February. All the films are
showing at 2pm and 7.45pm..Watersmeet box office are taking bookings. For further details of our films see our website
www.friendsofwatersmeet. org.uk Do come and enjoy our films with us - if you feel like joining the list of volunteers you would
be doubly welcome!! General enquiries: Derek Harrison 01923 446728 Mob. 0771 302 8485
Shiela Secretary
to work with, you can always
heat on low. If you see any
later you want to reshape,
they are easily reshaped
at room temperature. Put
uncovered on a baking sheet
to set either in the fridge for
2-3 hours or the freezer for 45
minutes to 1 hour. In a small
pot, melt chocolate, 1 tsp
butter and 1 tbsp milk over low
heat, stirring, until smooth. Dip
the tops of the cookies in the white chocolate to look like snow.
Add mini M&M’s if desired. Set in the fridge or freezer to set
before storing in an air tight container.

NO BAKE CHRISTMAS TREES
1/2 cup butter or margarine + 2 cups powdered icing sugar
+2 tbsp milk +3 cups shredded coconut (I used sweetened,
but unsweetened would work fine) + 1/2 tsp vanilla or mint
extract + Green food colouring + 3/4 cup white chocolate chips
+ 1 tsp butter or margarine + 1 tbsp milk + mini M&Ms.
Method:
In a large pot, melt butter. Remove from heat. Stir in icing
sugar and milk. Stir in coconut, vanilla/mint and enough food
colouring to make the mixture green. Shape into small balls,
and using the tips of your fingers gently squeeze one side of
the ball until it takes on a cone shape. It might take a few tries
to get them how you like them, but if the mixture gets too cool

WATFORD
PALACE
THEATRE

CROXFEST

The most
magical event of
the year is back,
full of all the
ingredients
you’ve come to love about the Watford Palace Theatre
Pantomime. A lavish spectacle with live musicians on stage,
stunning sets and costumes, song, dance and slapstick,
performed straight from the heart by a talented company of
new faces and Palace favourites. For 2018 join Jack, Dame
Trott and their traditional pantomime cow on the most
giant adventure of all! The ultimate seasonal treat for
you, your family and friends, created especially for you
in Watford by our devoted team. Christmas wouldn't be
the same without it! At the Watford Palace Theatre
from Wednesday, 5th December to Saturday, 5th
January. Phone 01923 225671 for more information.

Croxfest on ‘The Green’ celebrated its 8th Birthday on
Saturday, 8th September and was a huge success again.
Over 7,500 people attended with 10 local bands performing,
satisfying all tastes from heavy metal, blues, rock, punk and
those 60s classics. There were stalls offering activities for all
the family. Of course plenty of food stalls, sweet shops and
even a healthy shake bar on a double decker bus! Croxfest
2019 is already being talked about for more information the
website is https://croxfest.co.uk

and back to reality where we were beaten 2-1 but were the
faithful fans feeling down? Nope, they were enjoying the ride.
Fulham away and a 1-1 draw. Carabao Cup away to Spurs. I
say away but it was Milton Keynes but don’t get me started on
that, and lost on penalties. A trip to Arsenal and a loss on the
road of 2-0 but everyone was still enjoying the ride. Home to
Bournemouth and lost big time (Note to self - Gloss over quickly
on this one). Up to Wolves next and a win 2-0, then home to
Huddersfield who were having a torrid time whom we beat 3-0
and then away to Newcastle who were also having a bad time.
This time Newcastle beat us 1-0 (Read note to self again here).
Back on the road again from the north right down south to
Southampton where we drew 1-1 which places us currently in
7th place in the table. Good news is that Javi Gracia is on the
brink of signing a new 3 year deal. Quite an exception for a
manager at this club! My next rectifying insomnia edition will be
in the New Year, so I will wish you all the Season’s Greetings
and hopefully we may be 5th or 6th in the table after New Year?
Ralph - Evensyde

WATFORD FC
Well, come on be fair, in my last
notes, I did say 5th or 6th but we
are in 8th so really not too far out
from my prediction after 10
further games. (I blame the
Bournemouth and Newcastle results for that
and could be sitting 4th but that’s the life of a
Watford fan I suppose.) We went to Burnley after
Brighton and the ‘Orns got their first result away from home for
the season with a 3-1 win with Gray, Deeney and Hughes
getting the goals. Palace at home and another win for the
Hornets – motoring now. Across to Reading next and
unbelievably won again and only Liverpool and Chelsea had
done the same so we were now mixing with the big boys. Spurs
at home next and the ‘Orns did it again beating the Spurs 2-1.
Watford are now joint top of the Premiership (3rd on goal
difference for the more factual readers). Man Utd at home next
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CROXLEY GREEN RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION are champions for lots of local issues.
You can keep up-to-date by going onto their Facebook page https://en-gb.facebook.com/Croxley-GreenResidents-Association-300270940091866/

CROXLEY COMMON MOOR

Hedge Woundwort - Croxley Common Moor

Our closeness to Croxley Common Moor is one of the biggest benefits of living on the
Byewaters estate. There’s an event there for you during the coming months, whether
you prefer a gentle stroll or getting stuck in to work. Guided walks - Trees and bushes
in winter: Sunday 20th January at 10 am Practical work - Removing encroaching
bushes: Sundays 18th November, 9th December, 13th January, 10th February.
Volunteer sessions run from 10 am to 1 pm, but you can stay as little or as long as you
like. Follow the smoke, or the directions on the kissing gate entrance at the bottom of
Mill Lane. Suitable footwear is advisable. We provide everything else. Friends of Croxley
Common Moor contact and information website at www.croxleycommonmoor.org.uk
Facebook page at www.facebook.com/croxleycommonmoor Graham - Byewaters

WATERSMEET
Mirror, mirror on the wall, the perfect panto
for one and all! From the team behind last
year's spectacular Beauty and the Beast.
Expect a show bursting with all the
ingredients of a classic fairy tale
pantomime. With live music, colourful sets,
plenty of comedy, fun and laughter. A
magical adventure to meet a Wicked Queen with a jealous streak, a handsome Prince who's
searching for love and the fairest of all damsels in distress. Not forgetting a magic mirror, a
tempting juicy red apple and seven friendly dwarfs. Don’t miss this fabulous family treat. At
Watersmeet from Friday, 7th December to Monday, 31st December telephone: 01923 711063 for
more details https://www.watersmeet.co.uk/the-show

What a good idea–
better than a tin !!

REMEMBERING HEROES AT CHRISTMAS
Gino Bartali, born in Florence (1914) and became a champion road cyclist he won the Italian Giro
d’Italia, a multi stage race, 3 times and the Tour de France twice. He was a very popular and widely
admired national hero, also a devout Catholic. Following the German occupation of Italy he decided to
use his fame and sport to help others. Bartali was known to cover large distances with his bicycle for
training purposes so was able to carry forged documents from one place to another without suspicion.
He managed to hide the paperwork in his bicycle and always asked when stopped for the bicycle not be
touched as the different parts were very carefully calibrated to achieve maximum speed. In actual fact
he was a courier for the Resistance and played an important role in the rescue of many people. After
the war Bartali never spoke of his underground work during the German occupation. Hence many of his
courageous endeavors remained unknown. He refused to be interviewed about working for the
Resistance, and said that he had been motivated by his conscience. A true hero - Gino Bartali was
recognised as ' Righteous Among the Nations'
Gino Bartali “Good is something you do, not something you talk about.”
Gino's bravery is Something to think about for Christmas and maybe a bell for your bike would be
a good idea as some cyclists along the canal ‘foot path’ seem to think they are also in a race and do not
give ‘foot’ pedestrians any warning as they come speeding along behind them - be thoughtful for
Christmas & 2019 and avoid a serious accident!

NEWS FROM ST OSWALDS
Christmas Services
Sunday 16th December 10am “Spotlight” Communion Service – Topic: Loneliness
Friday 21st December 2.15pm Informal Carols for All – just drop in!
Sunday 23rd December 6.30pm Traditional Candle-lit Carol Service – with mince pies to follow
Monday 24th December (Christmas Eve)
4.00pm Crib Service
11.00pm Carols by the Choir
11.30pm Midnight Communion Service
Tuesday 25th December (Christmas Day) 10am All Age Christmas Communion Service.
For more details, please visit www.stoswaldschurch.org.uk or telephone 01923 332244.
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Hertfordshire Trading Standards is warning residents to
be vigilant as a result of a novel approach being used
currently by rogue traders. Instead of asking for work in
your garden, these rogues tell you that they are working
next door/ at the bottom of the garden on a hedge or
trees that are on the boundary and that the clippings may fall into your garden. To save you any bother, can they access your
garden to collect the branches or clippings? Once they are in your garden, they offer to do work on your side and because you
think that they are working at a neighbour's house, you think that they must be ok and agree. Of course, these traders aren’t
working next door and in the latest incident in Hertfordshire, they took £100 cash and then disappeared, not even doing the work.
Trading Standards advise that you don't deal with any cold callers and don't believe any story of working next door - on trees, on
an adjoining roof, anywhere. Reputable traders will not approach a resident in this way, without the neighbour being present.
Please look out for your elderly family members and neighbours and warn them about this latest scam. Trading Standards
Hertfordshire County Council, tel: 01707 292429 fax: 01707 292477 sue.shanahan@hertfordshire.gov.uk Please call the police
on 101 to report any rogue trader or 999 if there is a crime in progress. Philip Waine Watch Liaison Officer Neighbourhood Watch
Email: wlo@herts.pnn.police.uk Tel: 01707 355841 General Contact Advice: Telephone 999 in an emergency where there is
a danger to life or a crime is in progress. Telephone 101 for non-emergencies where Police attendance is required, to report a
crime or to report any other incidents. Calls to 101 have a fixed cost of 15p per call.

YOURBYEWATERSNEEDS

NEWS ALERTS – Byewaters needs your
email address – important to stay in the loop.
Recently there have been local issues that
residents should know about, but my email list
needs updating. Please let me know if yours has
changed so I can pass on information. Contact
me at fran.koster1@ gmail.com

SLOW DOWN ... CHILDREN PLAYING
Don’t be the cause
of an accident.
20mph or less!!
Please drive slowly around
the estate and park sensibly
so
that
visibility
is
not obscured for either
pedestrians or other vehicles. Please keep your speeds down –
20mph or less is best.
Please think of others and try not to park on pavements or on
blind spots. (Parking large vehicles on or close to corners is not
advisable.) If your vehicle damages a pavement you will have
to be charged for the repair. Please be considerate when
driving and parking around Byewaters.

FOULING – Byewaters is covered by a PSPO!
Unfortunately 10 years on from our first
newsletter some people still have not got the
message regarding fouling!! It has been
brought to my attention that Byewaters has
been included in the PSPO for Three Rivers
Council. PSPO is a Public Spaces Protection
Order and the full order can be viewed on
http://www.threerivers.gov.uk/service/
public-space-protection-order-pspo
Basically this means that owners not removing
their dog's faeces on Byewaters can be fined £75 (max fine of
£1000). You can report anyone seen not removing dog faeces
to Three Rivers Council or contact FixMyStreet http://www.
fixmy street.com and they will send a report to Three Rivers.
FixMyStreet does cover other matters as well such as dumped
items, clearing graffiti, potholes etc. and of course dog fouling.
They send your report to the people whose job it is to fix it.
There is an app for iOS and an Android app, Nokia Ovi app. If
your phone isn't supported try accessing FixMyStreet via your
mobile browser. This can help in the fight to stop children
getting Toxocariasis from dog faeces. Biodegradable
bags are FREE from the Parish Council Offices and some
libraries. Always think of others and use bags to pick up after
your pet and then BIN it preferably in a RED waste bin.

LOCAL SERVICES
Our trades list and local information on
our web page (www.byewatersnews.
co.uk) has grown to five pages. Click on
a newsletter and scroll to the end. It was
suggested that details of tradesmen,
used by homeowners on Byewaters, be
listed. Send me details of someone, or a
local service you found useful, it may help others when trying to find
the right local service.

REMEMBER
He's making a list, He's checking it twice
He's gonna find out who's naughty or nice
Santa Claus is in contravention of article 4 of
the General Data Protection Regulation (EU)
2016/679!!!! HO! HO! HO! SANTA!

POETS CORNER

And one for those
celebrating a little
too hard –
ONE TEQUILA,
TWO TEQUILA,
THREE TEQUILA…
FLOOR !!

What did Santa do
when he went
speed dating?
He pulled a cracker !

Every time a hand reaches out
To help another....that is Christmas
Every time someone puts anger aside
And strives for understanding
That is Christmas
Every time people forget their differences
And realize their love for each other
That is Christmas
May this Christmas bring us
Closer to the spirit of human understanding
Closer to the blessing of peace!

Santa Claus:
What's that terrible
racket outside?
Mrs. Claus:
It's rain, dear.

What do you
call a snowman
in the summer?
A puddle !

Our Excellent Printer is:- IndyPrint Limited
Tel: 01727 841 193 Email: sarah@indyprint.co.uk
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HOMEMADE CAKES
TO ORDER
CROXLEY CAKES
FROM CUPCAKES TO
WEDDING CAKES WE
ARE ALL YOU NEED
FOR YOUR SPECIAL
OCCASION
CROXLEY CAKES
01923 776460
07886 718059
Croxleycakes@hotmail.co.uk
“Delicious hand baked cakes, made fresh to order for any occasion”

www.Facebook.com/croxleycakes

ZJ
CLEANING
SERVICE

Tel: 01923 682 201
Mobile: 07944 244 613

ZJ Cleaning Service has 10 years of combined
experience in the field of property maintenance and
cleaning.The cleaning services charges are per hour. W e
only use professional cleaners and every member of our
team is trained in cleaning techniques for efficient and
spotless results.

info@FircroftTreeServices.co.uk

Our cleaners/housekeepers are fully insured, vetted and
trained to the highest industry standard.
The Peace Hospice now has a
revamped Hospice Lottery , you
can download a form online at
www.peacehospice.org.uk
or telephone Terence Smith on
01923 330341 or email
tsmith@peacehospice.org.uk
This way you are donating money
to a good cause, for maybe as
little as a £1 a week but with the
chance to win £10,000!

Email: www.zjcleaning.com
or telephone 0845 8340901 - Zorka Jankova

JADE – hairdressing in your home
for your convenience

MARK 1
PROPERTY & GARDEN SERVICES
To book an appointment
Telephone (mobile): 07826 855053 or (home) 0208 428 7404
For a full price list please telephone Jade.

MARK SEYMOUR
3 MORRISTON CLOSE, SOUTH OXHEY,
WATFORD, HERTS WD19 6UB
07802 349628 020 8421 3406
semourandymark@aol.com

Don't have time to keep
your garden tidy OR need a
cleaner OR a dog walker give me a call. I live on
Byewaters and charge very
competitive rates for local
residents.
Tracey - 07507 059065
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HERTS FENCING &
LANDSCAPES
All types of fencing and
gates, decking, paving,
turfing, lawns and general
landscaping.
Established 25 years.
Call Stephen on
01923 718955
or
07523 853045

DTAS Services
Digital TV &
Satellite Services

Call:
07769 226615

Kaz.O'Donnell
City & Guilds, RDI,
DTT Level 2

or 01452 530384
or email digitalkaz@hotmail.co.uk

"A Professional Tree Company"
since the 1950s
Open Mon-Fri 7.30-20.00. Sat-Sun 8.00-18.00
Tel: 020 8429 9273
email: info@arbormasteruk.co.uk

DKB SERVICES
Waste Disposal Repair Experts
Reasonable Prices
Speedy Service
Call Dermot on 01923 835559

FURRY FRIENDS – Pet Care Services
• Caring, conscientious and locally based covering the
Croxley area with 15 years of experience in animal care

• We will feed & care for your pets (including watering

M.J. JELLIS
GAS SERVICES

Gas Safe

•
•
•

* Boiler Repairs & Servicing
* Gas Fires & Cookers
* Central Heating Installations
* All Heating & Plumbing Work Undertaken
* Landlords Certificates
* Prompt Service * All Areas

plants, taking in post etc) in the comfort of your own
home when you are away or home late
Feathered & fishy friends also welcome
£6 single daily visit (£10 for two daily visits)
To arrange a FREE intro session call
Abby on
07834 602106

Telephone 01923 247903 Mobile: 07765 405839

Steve's Window Cleaners

R.J. GOAD

Small family run company based in
Croxley Green.
Regular and reliable service - £1m
public liability insurance.
Conservatory roof cleaning service
available Free no obligation quotations.
Please call Steve - 07538 400 788

General Building & Property Maintenance
ESTABLISHED 1989
Tel: 01923 285756 Mobile: 07823 885223
richgoad@ntlworld.com
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Dashwood Carpentry (Conservation & Restoration)
Daniel P. Dashwood-Smyth www.dash-wood.co.uk
Tel: 01442 253049 Mob: 07545 819296
Email: Daniel@dash-wood.co.uk
• Carpentry BIG & small
• Furniture Restoration
• Surface Finishing
• Painting • Upholstery
• Flat Pack Assembly • Decking
ANYTHING WITH WOOD – I CAN DO IT!

CONNECT SECURITY
N & D Woodward
247 Watford Road
Croxley Green
Rickmansworth
Hertfordshire
WD3 3RX
01923 251887
07813 136272
www.connect-security.co.uk
info@connect-security.co.uk

Croxley Handyman Services
Carpentry and Electrical

Helping to keep your home the way you want it

For a reliable and friendly service call now. Free quotations.
Matt Robinson
07595 736345
matt224robinson@gmail.com

SP E C.
FLOORING CONTRACTORS

PAUL ASHLEY
Spec Flooring Contractors Ltd
Mobile: 07956 880 535
Unit 10, Seven Hills Farm
Tel: 01923 818011
Seven Hills Road, Iver
Fax: 01923 818437
Bucks SL0 0PA
email: info@specflooring.co.uk
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M G AERIALS Digital Aerials-Sky-Freesat

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS
P. Thompson

STEPHEN FOREY Aerial engineer
City & Guilds RDI DTT Level 2

Efficient & reliable

6 Anthony Close
Watford WD19 4NA
07545 168604 01923 440822
Email Stephenforey@gmail.com

01923 210939
Mobile:
07836 314626

16 recommendations in WHICH magazine Local Trader

JEANNETTE PEEL
DIET AND FITNESS
I have been running Diet & Fitness
classes at the All Saints Church Hall,
Croxley Green since August 2001.
Please contact me for further
information.
Telephone: 01494 871543/07773 465882

Free Quotations • No Call Out Charge
Gas Boiler Servicing • Gas Boiler Installation
Gas Boiler Breakdown & Repair
Heating System Alterations
Heating System Controls • Power Flushing

Website: www.jeannettepeel.com
Email: jeannettepeel.rcdfc@virgin.net

QUALITY DECORATING AND MORE ......
Reasonable rates – just phone Colin

01923 211229 or 0785 8150611
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• BOILER MAINTENANCE & SERVICE
• LANDLORD CERTIFICATES
• GAS SAFETY CHECKS
• CENTRAL HEATING INSTALLATIONS
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