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NEWSLETTER
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The ice won’t stop Santa’s helpers!

We’d better keep our heads down...
It’s Christmas and you know what that means !!??
Please send articles, advertising, photographs etc. for the March 2014
Newsletter to Fran, 78 Byewaters or email fran.koster1@gmail.com

Hi all,
Christmas is almost upon us and the weather reminds us that winter is truly here after a pretty good summer
and autumn. We have had an exciting year with our first grandchild being born. After a nail biting birth and
5 weeks in the SCUBU unit for premature babies at Watford General, who were wonderful. Mia is now
thankfully doing really well. Being a grandma is great, all the fun and we then get to hand her back and have
a goodnights sleep!! Then our other son and his fiancé decided they were bringing their wedding forward
and it was all hands on deck. I found a venue which had the date free and luckily everyone loved, phew!!
The only question mark in the end was going to be the weather (how do I always get back to that subject).
The 7th September came and the sun came out which was literally the icing on the cake and they had a really wonderful wedding,
which was celebrated with family and friends, a great time was had by all. The bride's brother gave them as a wedding present
a surprise honeymoon, what a wonderful brother. They got to Heathrow and opened an envelope and found out they were going
to Croatia, Dubrovnik and he had laid on everything for when they arrived. They have just bought a flat and by the time this goes
to print will have moved in and will be spending their first Christmas as Mr. & Mrs. and in their own flat. Not a bad year for us, I
am pleased to say, although the world is a very scary place. Let us wish each other a very happy, healthy Chanukah, Christmas,
New Year etc. and let us hope that next year will be less scary and good for all of us. Seasons Greetings
Fran - Editor
Your Newsletter has Extra pages of trades etc. on www.byewatersnews.co.uk (and in full colour) or air your views on
www.byewaters.blogspot.com or Byewaters original website on www.byewaters.co.uk or if you need to contact the directors, email
directors@byewaters.co.uk
Thanks go to:- Mike Weintroub (Page layout), Les Koster (Cover photos), Byewaters Residents for their contributions, David Whittaker (web version)
Image Link Ltd (Printing), Newsletter delivery helpers Beth & Mary and James Estate Agents (Sponsorship).

IMPORTANT DATE FOR YOUR DIARY......IMPORTANT DATE FOR YOUR DIARY......IMPORTANT DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

Carol Singing for the Peace Hospice – Wednesday 10th December (or if rain stops play, 11th December)
Here we are again, Christmas is rushing towards us and there are many societies asking us to give
generously and think of others. For many years now Byewaters has collected for the Peace Hospice
Care. It is our hospice in Watford and is a really worthwhile charity for our neighbourhood and its
residents. They do wonderful work for the local community and that is why I always feel that giving to
something that helps us all locally means we can see where the money is going. They are kept
extremely busy helping lots of people in our neighbourhood and to keep on helping they need funds.
So please look around for any loose change, whatever you can spare and let's keep supporting our
local hospice so it can keep helping us. We will be knocking on doors on Wednesday, 10th December
and if it is raining will try again the following day (Thursday, 11th). We meet at 7.00pm by the T-Junction
as you enter Byewaters next to the town houses and the Byewaters and Evensyde signs. We would love you to join us and singalong or just hum, thank goodness we will be joined again this year by the fantastic St. Oswald's Choir
and they really know how to sing those carols.
Please come and join us and if you can't – remember we will be knocking on your doors on the 10th or
11th of December for a very good cause.
and a safe New Year. As always, you can contact us
directly at directors@byewaters.co.uk. Other information is
available on the www.byewaters.co.uk website.
David – Byewaters

A Note from the Directors BEMC
(Byewaters Estate Management Company)

It is now over 15 years since the first residents of the
Byewaters estate moved into their new homes. Over this time
the estate has matured in many ways, but some issues – such
as road adoption – have yet to be completed by Barratt and
the Councils.
As you may know, BEMC are responsible for maintaining
certain aspects of the estate on behalf of all owners and so
each year we prepare estimates for these costs. Recently our
managing agents MCS sent out the annual estimate and the
half year payment demands for these. Once again we have
managed to avoid any increase in costs - and so they remain
at the same level as last year. If you have any questions about
this please contact MCS customer services email
info@mcsproperty.com, phone 01920 466500.
You may also have received the minutes of our Annual
General Meeting. One recurring point of discussion is the
parking and speed of cars and vans on the roads (and
pavements!) of the estate. As we enter the winter months
please do think of the safety of your neighbours and
pedestrians - and drive slowly and carefully over the roads
and bends of the estate.
All of the directors of BEMC are volunteers who live on the
estate. We wish you and all our neighbours a good Christmas

6th - 31st December 2014
Radlett Centre, Aldenham Ave, Radlett,
Hertfordshire WD7 8HL
Phone:01923 857546
www.radlettcentre.co.uk
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CHRISTMAS PRESENTS
Once upon a time, there was a man who
worked very hard just to keep food on the
table for his family. It had been a
particularly difficult year. As Christmas
approached he did not have any spare
money for presents, he only had enough
for food. He felt very upset that he could not afford to buy
Christmas presents for his family. His wife tried to comfort him
saying 'we have plenty of food, we can at least enjoy a really
good Christmas dinner' but this did not make the man feel any
better. They had a lovely little daughter and he had no
presents to give her, this was the main reason he was so
miserable. His wife kept telling him that it really did not matter
and they would explain to their little girl and she would
understand. He put his head in his hands and cried 'how can
you explain this to such a young child, I've let her down'. The
sweet little girl was very excited about Christmas coming but
was saddened by her parents worrying about giving her gifts.
Although she was very young she understood that her parents

did everything they could for her and wanted to repay them.
She did not have any money either and so sat and thought
hard about what she could get her parents for Christmas. By
Christmas Eve she knew exactly what to do, she found an old
box that she wrapped and tied up with one of her ribbons. On
Christmas morning her father looked at her and apologised
because there were no presents for her. She cuddled him
and smiled, saying she was just happy that they were all
together on Christmas Day. She then handed her parents the
box tied up with the ribbon from her hair. They looked at each
other in surprise wondering what was in the box. When they
opened the box it appeared empty, they could not see
anything and looked at their daughter to explain. The little girl
told them that she had blown loads of kisses into the box for
them both. They hugged their little daughter at last realising
that hugs and kisses are free and the best present ever. They
made a promise to hug and kiss each other every day with
extra hugs and kisses at Christmas
Merry
Christmas

When we left the ‘Orns last, we had
just started our campaign with a
win. Then it was up to see the
Canaries at Norwich where we
took a bit of a beating losing 3-0
to bring us back to earth again.
However, we then went on for three
league wins on the trot by covering the
Millers in flour (Rotherham), the Peacocks were
not showing off their plumage (Leeds) and chasing the
Terriers (Huddersfield) out of the Vic. The alert reader, if they
are still with me, may have noticed that I haven’t mentioned
the Capital One Cup during that period and that is because I
don’t want to – we are out of it. The Addicks were not caught
fishing (Look Charlton up!) and we lost south of the river by 1
goal. Up to peel a Tangerine where we got just one little stick
of rock. Ok, beat Blackpool 1-0 away, I just don’t know why I

bother. Meanwhile, back at the Vic, we tried to pick a few
Cherries but being fair we divided them out for 1 each and
could only get another away draw at Rovers 2-2. Yes alright,
Bournemouth and Blackburn. A bit of a local derby at home
next with Hornets v Bees and as they say never stir up a
hornets nest as they swarmed over the Bees with a 2-1 win.
Come on its Brentford, do I have to give the answers every
time? Then off Twitching (bird watching) where we drew some
Seagulls, 1-1, and chased 3 Owls out of the trees. Bored now,
look those up yourself. The Hornets then got a bit lost in a
Forest as they drew 2-2 and were robbed of three points in the
process by Robin Hood, sorry the referee, for not sending off
one of Nottingham’s players for the last man foul. Up north
again and off chasing a few Smoggies for which we caught
one each. No really? Middlesbrough. The Hornets were at
home next where Watford FC remembered those that gave
their lives in WW1 and other conflicts with a magnificent
poppy display. That day, the ‘Orns were taming the Lions from
The Den where we won 3-1. Then up the M1 we go again
where we suffered from the Blues and lost 2-1. Never mind, a
couple of days later the Hornets were buzzing around the
farms annoying the Tractor Boys only they got run over 1-0!
For those now playing the game, Millwall, Birmingham and
Ipswich. We are now heading for Christmas which is a period
of make or break for some teams and we are fifth in the
league so hopefully in the New Year we may have got back on
top again. Happy Christmas every one.

Ralph - Evensyde
SERVICES FOR THE CHRISTMAS PERIOD AT
ST. OSWALD’S CHURCH, MALVERN WAY, WD3 3QL
CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2014
Sunday 7th December: 10am Family Christingle Service
Sunday 21st December: 6.30pm Carol Service
Christmas Eve 24th December: 4pm Crib Service
11pm Choir Carols by candlelight
11.30pm Midnight Communion Service
Christmas Day 25th December: 10am
All Age Communion Service
For details of other services or activities, please visit our
website www.stoswaldschurch.org.uk or ring 332244.
A blessed Christmas and New Year to all.
Robert Riley-Braley, Vicar
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Christmas
Present
idea

In the September Newsletter there was a photograph of WW1 soldiers on Croxley Green. I received
an email from Brian Thomson and have printed information about the photograph and his book
which chronicles life in our area at that time
'By the way, the photo of soldiers on the Green in your September edition is taken from a booklet
of photos of the Croxley Green Red Cross VAD Hospital which was located in the Dickinson
Institute on New Road. The soldiers in the photo had been wounded and were recuperating in
Croxley. You will find lots more details in the book. Best wishes, Brian Thomson'

Rickmansworth Historical Society has published Brian Thomson's history of Croxley Green
in the First World War.
In 1914 Croxley Green was a small, closely knit community beside Dickinson's paper mill. Over the
following four years Croxley people were thrust into the cauldron of international affairs. The
Church Lads enlisted together to fight at the Somme. Volunteers rallied round to support a hospital
for wounded soldiers. Well over 400 men from the village joined up. Every family was affected by
the hardship, heartbreak and endurance of wartime. Brian's book is arranged as a chronicle of local
events set within their national and international context. The narrative covers Dickinson's Croxley
Mills, the Red Cross VAD Hospital and the activities of local schools and families. It begins with a
brief survey of the village as it was in 1914, then follows the course of events until the peace
agreement of 1919 and concludes by describing how the community commemorated the war. 57
local men are remembered on the war memorial on the Green. Their deaths are marked at the
relevant points in the narrative. Special attention is given to the Croxley Church Lads who were
such a source of local pride. Copies are available price £6 from Rickmansworth Historical Society, Croxley Hardware and
Three Rivers Museum. Enquiries to rickhistsoc@virginmedia.com

New Neighbourhood Watch
scheme launched in Three
Rivers

are shared to members through the 'Online Watch Link' portal
(OWL). 'OWL' updates are e-mailed updates and are alerts of
any crimes/warnings relevant to this area.

A new scheme aimed to protect older people
living in Three Rivers has been launched.
'Senior Watch' was created in the wake of a
large number of scam phone calls made to residents. Officers
based in the Oxhey Safer Neighbourhood Team needed to find
a way to disseminate essential safety information to their older
residents in order to arm them with essential advice to prevent
them from falling victim to crime. The scheme will run similarly
to Neighbourhood Watch, where messages and information

Please visit the OWL website for further information. Luke
Mitchell, Police Sergeant, Neighbourhood Watch Email:
luke.mitchell2@herts.pnn.police.uk Tel: 01923 472230

TOWPATH IMPROVEMENTS

REDUCE YOUR SPEED – NOW!!
Don’t be the cause of an accident – reduce your speed
to 20mph or less !!

Police Contact Advice: Telephone 999 in an emergency
where there is a danger to life or a crime is in progress.
Telephone 101 for non-emergencies where police attendance
is required, to report a crime or to report any other incidents.
Calls to 101 have a fixed cost of 15p per call.

You will have noticed during the summer that work has been
carried out along the towpath near our lock 79. The towpath
has been given a base and fine shingle has been laid on top.
This has improved the path, over grown bushes have been
cut back making it better when walking, cycling or jogging.
Work was also carried out to strengthen the bank in places.
They have also been working on an area where boats are
continually moored which is the opposite side to the towpath
near the lock and bridge. Creating a new bridge and steps
across this area. A little surprised by this as the Canal and
River Trust (previously British Waterways) was always trying
to get these long stay vessels to move on! The work has been
carried out over a 5 mile stretch and Three Rivers District
Council, Hertfordshire County Council and Watford Borough
Council have all contributed to funding the work. Have a walk
along it and see what you think of the improvements.

A SAFE MERRY CHRISTMAS
Can you please keep your speeds down around Byewaters,
there are lots of blind spots, mainly caused by parked cars.
Please do not be the cause of an accident, slow, slow and
slower should be our mantra and keep everyone safe. Don't be
the cause of an accident. Trying to get a buggy or wheelchair
around cars parked on the pavement or having to go into the
road is unacceptable. When eventually Byewaters is adopted
by the local council they will issue fines for this. A charge will
be sent to the owner of a vehicle that causes damage to the
pavement. Please try NOT to park on the pavements
especially all four wheels. Besides this baring the way for
buggies, wheelchairs and the blind – it causes slip hazards
from oil or damage to the pavement, always think of others.
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A HIDDEN GEM
The Three Rivers Museum is
located in Rickmansworth at 46
High Street WD3 1HP between
the Library and Watersmeet, in
Basing House (itself of great
historical significance as the
former home of William Penn,
founder of Pennsylvania). The
Museum houses an interesting
and varied collection of historical artefacts and old
photographs of the Three Rivers area. A range of permanent
and temporary displays provides a visual history of the area –
its development, buildings, personalities, transport, local
businesses and industries – while our collection of
memorabilia provides a wider perspective on bygone times.
Opening times Monday to Friday from 2pm to 4pm and
Saturday from 10am to 4pm. The museum is run entirely by
volunteers. Admission to the museum is FREE. (A small
donation towards our running costs is always welcome.)
Please come and pay us a visit, you are all welcome.

YOURBYEWATERSNEEDS

Our growing Trades List
Our trades list has grown and
at the moment takes up four
pages. Please take a look on
the web page at the end of the
newsletter on www.byewaters
news. co.uk It was suggested
that details of tradesmen that
have been used by homeowners on Byewaters be listed. If
you would like to submit the details of someone that you
have used and would like to recommend, please send me
their details. It may help others when trying to find the right
tradesman.
Fran

AND NOW FOR SOMETHING
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT...
ANOTHER BIN !!
BUT NOT A WHEELIE BIN,
MORE OF A BUCKET !!!
I would think by now you have got used
to the new large weekly bin that takes most of our
supermarket rubbish! Most things now adays come in
some sort of container when you buy it and most of them
go into the new large weekly bin (green top). I was
thinking of changing this for a smaller bin. I was initially
told by 3Rivers that it did not come in smaller sizes but
have since been informed that some smaller ones are
available. To be honest now that Christmas is near and
the amount of containers seem to increase weekly the
larger bin will allow me to recycle more and so for now I
will probably stick with the large bin. Since receiving that
wheelie bin another (silver bucket) has arrived for food
scraps!! We are still allowed to put our scraps in old
newspapers or corn starch bags but this is only for food
waste. Let us hope that the little critters don't figure out
how to open these, could be messy! My advice is to keep
it firmly closed so as not to invite unwanted guests sniffing
around it. Should be fun over Christmas with carcasses
etc. and a few weeks of scraps building up! The Green top
wheelie bin takes newspapers, magazines, plain cards,
telephone directories etc. aerosols, clean foil, plastic
containers & bottles etc. cartons, cardboard, glass bottles
and jars. For further information please contact
www.threerivers.gov.uk tel: 01923 776611
Corn Starch Bags - As previously mentioned, corn starch
bags are available for your new silver food scraps bucket,
they are an alternative to using old newspapers. They
can be bought from Parish Council Offices and other
places. The Hardware store at the beginning of Baldwins
Lane (near the Harvester) sells them.

POETS CORNER
Christmas Bells
Heard the bells on Christmas Day.
Their old, familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet
The words repeat
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Still collecting email addresses, which are
always very helpful when information needs
to be sent out quickly to Byewaters residents.
If there is anything that you wish to raise
please contact me at
fran.koster1@gmail.com

DOG FOULING CONTINUES
Unfortunately, some dog owners are
still not picking up after their pet. Biodegradable bags are FREE from the
Parish Council Offices and the
Library. Be considerate to people
who are blind or partially sighted as they cannot see the
fouling to avoid it. Please, please think of others and use the
FREE bags and pick up after your dog.

REMEMBER
Reindeer's Story at Christmas
According to the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, while
both male and female reindeer grow antlers in the summer each
year, male reindeer drop their antlers at the beginning of winter,
usually late November to mid-December. Female reindeer retain
their antlers till after they give birth in the spring. Therefore,
according to EVERY historical rendition depicting Santa's reindeer,
EVERY single one of them, from Rudolph to Blitzen, had to be a
girl. We should have known... ONLY women would be able to
drag a fat man in a red velvet suit all around the world in one
night and not get lost.

And
Q. What says Oh Oh Oh?
A. Santa walking backwards!
Q. What kind of motorbike does Santa ride?
A. Holly Davidson!

Christmas Tip
Hidden Battery Power –
for those that need extra power at Christmas!
Imagine your mobile battery is very low, to activate, press the
keys *3370# (remember the asterisk). Your mobile will restart
with this reserve and the instrument will show a 50% increase in
battery. This reserve will get recharged when you charge your
mobile next time. This secret is in the fine print in most phone
manuals. Most people however skip this information
without realising.

CAN YOU HELP?
Croxley Common Moor
needs your help!
A clean up morning is
taking place on Sunday 14
December. All welcome.
Refreshments, tools &
gloves provided. For more
information visit
www.croxleycommon
moor.org.uk

Our Excellent Printer is:Image Link Ltd., 8 Sovereign Park, Cleveland Way,
Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 7DA
Tel: 01442 927277
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Email: alan@imagelinkltd.co.uk

We are a
mother and
daughter
team who
love baking
‘Delicious
hand baked
cakes, made
fresh to order
for any
occasion’
Tel: 01923 776460 / 07886 718059

Website: www.croxleycakes.co.uk & on

www.Facebook.com/croxleycakes

ZJ
CLEANING
SERVICE
ZJ Cleaning Service has 10 years of combined
experience in the field of property maintenance and
cleaning.The cleaning services charges are per
hour. We only use professional cleaners and every
member of our team is trained in cleaning
techniques for efficient and spotless results.
Our cleaners/housekeepers are fully insured, vetted
and trained to the highest industry standard.
Email: www.zjcleaning.com
or telephone 0845 8340901 - Zorka Jankova

The Peace Hospice now has a
revamped Hospice Lottery , you
can download a form online at
www.peacehospice.org.uk
or telephone Terence Smith on
01923 330341 or email
tsmith@peacehospice.org.uk
This way you are donating
money to a good cause, for
maybe as little as a £1 a week
but with the chance to win
£10,000!

M.J. JELLIS
GAS SERVICES

JADE – hairdressing in your home
for your convenience

Gas Safe

* Boiler Repairs & Servicing
* Gas Fires & Cookers
* Central Heating Installations
* All Heating & Plumbing Work Undertaken
* Landlords Certificates
* Prompt Service * All Areas

To book an appointment Telephone (mobile): 07826 855053
or (home) 0208 428 7404 Blow-dry £14.00 Cut and blowdry £25.00 - for a full price list please telephone Jade.

Telephone 01923 247903 Mobile: 07765 405839

Mike Galvin
(M Galvin Ltd Plumbing/Carpentry/
Decorating/Fencing)

Don't have time to keep
your garden tidy OR need a
cleaner OR a dog walker give me a call. I live on
Byewaters and charge very
competitive rates for local
residents.

Mobile:
07976 832954

Tracey - 07507 059065
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HERTS FENCING &
LANDSCAPES
All types of fencing and
gates, decking, paving,
turfing, lawns and general
landscaping.
Established 25 years.
Call Stephen on
01923 718955
or
07523 853045

DTAS Services
Digital TV &
Satellite Services

Call:
07769 226615

Kaz.O'Donnell
City & Guilds, RDI,
DTT Level 2

or 01452 530384
or email digitalkaz@hotmail.co.uk

"A Professional Tree Company"
since the 1950s
Open Mon-Fri 7.30-20.00. Sat-Sun 8.00-18.00
Tel: 020 8429 9273
email: info@arbormasteruk.co.uk

QUALITY DECORATING AND MORE ......
Reasonable rates – just phone Colin

01923 211229 or 0785 8150611
FURRY FRIENDS – Pet Care Services
• Caring, conscientious and locally based covering the
Croxley area with 15 years of experience in animal care

• We will feed & care for your pets (including watering

Steve's Window Cleaners
Small family run company based in
Croxley Green.
Regular and reliable service - £1m
public liability insurance.
Conservatory roof cleaning service
available Free no obligation quotations.
Please call Steve - 07538 400 788

•
•
•

R.J. GOAD

plants, taking in post etc) in the comfort of your own
home when you are away or home late
Feathered & fishy friends also welcome
£6 single daily visit (£10 for two daily visits)
To arrange a FREE intro session call
Abby on
07834 602106

DKB SERVICES

General Building & Property Maintenance
ESTABLISHED 1989
Tel: 01923 285756 Mobile: 07823 885223
richgoad@ntlworld.com

Waste Disposal Repair Experts
Reasonable Prices
Speedy Service
Call Dermot on 01923 835559
7

Dashwood Carpentry (Conservation & Restoration)
Daniel P. Dashwood-Smyth www.dash-wood.co.uk
Tel: 01442 253049 Mob: 07545 819296
Email: Daniel@dash-wood.co.uk
• Carpentry BIG & small
• Furniture Restoration
• Surface Finishing
• Painting • Upholstery
• Flat Pack Assembly • Decking
ANYTHING WITH WOOD – I CAN DO IT!

CONNECT SECURITY
N & D Woodward
247 Watford Road
Croxley Green
Rickmansworth
Hertfordshire
WD3 3RX
01923 251887
07813 136272
www.connect-security.co.uk
info@connect-security.co.uk

Croxley Handyman Services
Carpentry and Electrical

Helping to keep your home the way you want it

For a reliable and friendly service call now. Free quotations.
Matt Robinson
07595 736345
matt224robinson@gmail.com

SPEC.
FLOORING CONTRACTORS

PAUL ASHLEY
Spec Flooring Contractors Ltd
Mobile: 07956 880 535
Unit 10, Seven Hills Farm
Tel: 01923 818011
Seven Hills Road, Iver
Fax: 01923 818437
Bucks SL0 0PA
email: info@specflooring.co.uk
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M G AERIALS Digital Aerials-Sky-Freesat

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE REPAIRS
P. Thompson

STEPHEN FOREY Aerial engineer
City & Guilds RDI DTT Level 2

Efficient & reliable

6 Anthony Close
Watford WD19 4NA
07545 168604 01923 440822
Email Stephenforey@gmail.com

01923 210939
Mobile:
07836 314626

16 recommendations in WHICH magazine Local Trader

For more information call 01923 232 016 or email
croxleygreen.gym@nuffieldhealth.com
Visit us at www.croxleygreengym.co.uk
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