BYEWATERS RESIDENTS
NEWSLETTER
SEPTEMBER 2014

ENJOYING OUR
7th BYEWATERS PICNIC

and our youngest guest,Mia

Please send articles, advertising, photos etc.
for the December 2014 Newsletter
to Fran, 78 Byewaters or email
fran.koster1@gmail.com

Hi all,
Here we are again the autumn is tiptoeing towards us, time has flown by as usual but instead of looking back
on an awful summer, this time we were drenched in sunlight and 'glowing' from the humidity! (Horses sweat,
Men perspire and Women glow!) It has been lovely to wake up each morning with the sun shining on the
canal. The canal and surrounding area look good whatever the weather but particularly picturesque early in
the morning, shimmering in the sunlight. The picnic (see below) was blessed with good weather too and
those that came enjoyed the afternoon, including my new grand-daughter. Now I am gearing myself up for
my other son's wedding, which is taking place very soon. We will be celebrating with friends and family, and
I will tell you about that next time, quite a year so far for us. My husband is now on a countdown for retiring from his job next year,
he wants to take on a part time position, so if anyone needs a part-time Facilities Manager he's your man! It will also help to
keep him from under my feet although he still needs time to take the photographs for our newsletter and our son's wedding. Don't
forget the Carol Singing in December (see below) can we really be thinking about Christmas now. As I said at the beginning,
where does the time go?
Fran - Editor
Your Newsletter has Extra pages of trades etc. on www.byewatersnews.co.uk (and in full colour) or air your views on
www.byewaters.blogspot.com or Byewaters original website on www.byewaters.co.uk or if you need to contact the directors, email
directors@byewaters.co.uk
Thanks go to:- Mike Weintroub (Page layout), Les Koster (Cover photos), Byewaters Residents for their contributions, David Whittaker (web version)
Image Link Ltd (Printing), Newsletter delivery helpers Beth & Mary and James Estate Agents (Sponsorship).

Carol Singing for the Peace Hospice

BYEWATERS 7th ANNUAL
PICNIC

I know that summer is barely over and
here I am talking about Christmas and
Carol Singing but it has to be done.
Can you start gargling and getting those
vocal chords ready for our annual carol
singing event. For the last two years we
have been very lucky and the St.
Oswald's Choir have come along and
supported us and boy do we need their support!! The aim is
that we raise money for Peace Hospice Care which is such a
good cause. If you don't want to come along and sing, hum or
rattle the tin then we only ask that when we knock on your
door you spare a little change and listen to our singing. It will
probably be around the 9th, 10th or 11th December,but the
final dates will appear in our December newsletter. Everyone
is welcome and it is a fun evening so please join us and help
the hospice.

Well, ok, I picked the wrong day!!
Wimbledon Mens’ Final, Yorkshire Tour de France, Silverstone Grand
Prix, and then World Cup matches.
Have I left anything out! Actually
quite a few people turned up, the rain
kept off and the sun came out. All
those that attended had a very nice
afternoon and my new grand-daughter made an appearance
too. Even my husband who was not too pleased about having
to record the Grand Prix had a good time especially as his
grand-daughter was there and he watched the race a little
later, no one had let slip the result, so that worked out ok. A
good time was had by all, as you can see from the photos on
the front cover, so please try and join us next year.
Fran

The near 900 strong group of girls marched out into the night
through Watford town centre and beyond. The walkers were
either taking on the 6 or 13 mile route. Many were walking
in memory of a loved one, others just showing support for
Peace Hospice Care. The Hospice needs to raise £4 million
each year to run its services. The money raised from the
Starlight Walk will help the Hospice to continue providing the highest level of care for patients and their families facing a life
limiting illness from across South West Hertfordshire. The hospice thanks every single walker, volunteer and everyone involved
in helping make the event a great success including all the fantastic sponsors. The event which began and finished outside
Watford Colosseum, was started this year for the first time by TV entertainer Brian Conley. It was the first time Brian had been
involved in the Starlight Walk, maybe you want to join this event next year, walking under the stars – all for a great cause.

Some areas of the estate are the responsibility of individual
property owners and we each have a responsibility to keep
these areas of the estate in a tidy and well maintained
condition. We urge all residents to ensure that their gardens
are well trimmed and tidy - and that they ensure that this also
applies to the fences and greenery at sides and rear of their
properties. People love to visit Byewaters and enjoy our
scenery but unfortunately some leave their litter behind. It has
been suggested that Byewaters needs a working party that will
occasionally tackle this problem. If you would like to join the
'happy litter pickers' team please let us know. Would you like
to contribute to the operation of BEMC, if so please get in
touch. If you have any comments or questions you can email
us at directors@byewaters.co.uk Other information is
available on the www.byewaters.co.uk website
David – Byewaters

A Note from the Directors BEMC
(Byewaters Estate Management Company)

We all enjoy the trees, shrubs and grass which provides
greenery and contrast across the estate. These living aspects
of our environment have their own cycles of growth and
renewal driven by the sun, rain and seasons of the year. The
seasonal peaks of growth in the late spring and early summer
create extra work for the gardeners who tend the estate - and
they work hard to keep all areas in an orderly and tidy state.
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Well here we are again and a new
season starts. So what has
happened over the closed season
I think I heard you ask? There
was the World Cup with some
excellent games played and
some unusually high scores.
England certainly excelled themselves and,
yes, went straight out. Ok, meanwhile, back at
Watford FC, we have kept the same manager as last
season, changed the 'keeper and added another six players
one of which had served time with the Hornets a season ago.
Welcome back Matej Vydra. Watford also released twelve
players which included Marco “The Beard” Cassetti and we
wish them all the best on their new adventures and clubs.
Watford have had a few pre-season games drawing one,
losing one and winning the rest. But the pre-season game

fans were waiting for was Watford FC v Udinese. Watford
always came from behind but scored a stunning free kick by
Lewis McGugan. It ended 2-2 and was appreciated by the
crowd of approximately 11,500 on the day. Saturday 9th
August had eagerly been awaited for, the first real game of the
season against Bolton Wanderers. Watford were the more
positive side from the start and were rewarded with a 2-0
scoreline at half time with goals from Deeny and Vydra. Part
way through the second half, Forestieri came on and in a
matter of seconds made it 3-0 where the score remained. A
good start to the campaign and this result placed the 'Orns
second in the table behind Bournemouth. It showed what we
could expect from the games to come but be in no doubt, this
will be the usual Watford rollercoaster of a ride to May 2015.
So all aboard and just enjoy the journey!

Ralph - Evensyde

WATERCRESS AND HERTFORDSHIRE
E.Tyler & Sons growers of
watercress have been in
Moor Lane in Sarratt
Village since 1886 and are
thought to be the last
watercress growers left
in Hertfordshire. Parts of
Hertfordshire were once
Planting watercress cuttings at
famous for watercress
Croxley Hall Farm, Rickmansworth
growing and it was very
sought after. The busy Rickmansworth goods yard transported
hampers of watercress each day to London. The loaded train
would make its way alongside Croxley Common Moor. Even
Croxley station had watercress growers bringing their bundles
for transporting; I believe watercress was being grown very
close to Byewaters as well. Sansom of Croxley Hall Farm was
another family that had watercress fields around Hertfordshire.
This was a pretty big business and watercress was considered
full of flavour with a peppery taste and very good for you. It
seems that those Victorians were right to praise the leaf, as
new research now shows that it is packed with beta-carotene
and Vitamin A equivalents, which are great for healthy skin

and eyes, and antioxidants that can help mop up potentially
harmful free radicals. Research also shows it is emerging as
an important player in the field of cancer prevention. It
contains more vitamin C than oranges, more calcium than
milk and more iron than spinach, watercress is low in fat,
tastes great and is incredibly versatile. If you buy watercress
from the supermarket it is probably from America or Portugal
and cannot be guaranteed as being chemical free. E. Tyler &
Sons grow their product completely chemical free and can be
bought fresh, directly from their farm in Sarratt. Unfortunately
lately there have been some problems with Thames Water
and pollution in the River Chess. But things like this have
happened in the past to cause watercress growers problems.
An old article I found noted that 'tar' had managed to get into
the river and the watercress growers were suing the local
councils for loss of earnings as their crops were ruined. This
was back when watercress fields were widespread in
Hertfordshire. Tylers are still growing but with spring water
until the problem in the river is solved by Thames Water. Let
us hope the growers of Sarratt can keep cultivating
watercress which according to the research has so many
excellent properties to keep us healthy.

Black and Green Bins!!
Well it has arrived, yet another wheelie bin this time Black with a Green lid. I did telephone and enquire if there was a smaller
size but was told no! All the bins that were ordered are the same size. No consideration obviously was given of where
householders are going to put yet another wheelie bin. Some properties have plenty of storage space but others have very little.
In principle I suppose it makes things easier placing all recycling into one bin instead of separating it all. It does make you think
that if the Council are going to have to sort through the recycling when they get it, why don't they do that with all the rubbish, with
the exception of food and garden waste. Then we would be back to just two bins but is that just too simple!
What are your thoughts?

REVELS 2014

Croxley Green Society and supported by the parish council
took place on Saturday, 21st June. As well as a procession,
other entertainment included a singing group, a dog agility
group, tae kwon-do and a children's dance group. The Croxley
Revels is one of the biggest free summer village fairs in the
area and attracts thousands of people every year. There were
more than 100 stalls, with entertainment throughout the
afternoon, including judo exhibitions, Morris and Maypole
dancing, and a fiercely contested push ball competition.
A great time is always had by all.
P.S.S. Don't forget the 4th Croxfest which will take place on
6th September 12 noon until 8 pm on Croxley Green for more
information www.croxfest.co.uk

Croxley Green residents celebrated at the village's annual
mid-summer fair and it was a great success, even the weather
was on its best behaviour. The Revels, organised by the
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‘Lest We Forget’
We are remembering the Start of the First World War, 4th August 1914 and this war was at the
time thought by most to only last a few months. Unfortunately this idea was dreadfully wrong
and for the next four terrible years modern warfare showed us all its horrors. Most of my
family links to wars are with the 2nd World War with family members in the army and my Dad
in the RAF. My great uncle Jacob (known as Johnny) Da Costa went off to the First World
War he was in the 51st Battalion Royal Fusiliers and died just before the end of the war on
30th October 1918, he was 19 years old. I do not know exactly what happened to him, he
obviously came home as he has a private Memorial Grave. He was buried on 1st November
1918 which makes me think he came home injured or maybe caught Spanish Flu which
spread like a wild fire through the ranks. I know his story, a very young man dying at this time
was not unusual. It is just that he was so young and the war was almost over such a waste of a
life which is echoed through the years to this very day - 'Lest We Forget'! I don't think this means we
must not forget just the First World War but we must never forget the horror of all wars! When we gather
to remember on this Remembrance Day it will be even more poignant and I recall what is written on his
tombstone 'In Memory of JACOB beloved son of Benjamin and Dinah Da Costa who died 30th October
1918 aged 19. Deeply mourned by his sorrowing parents, sisters, brothers and relatives'.
What a waste of a young life - no more wars please, let us keep our son's safe.

This is his Bronze
Memorial Plaque or war
penny also known as a
'Dead Man's Penny'

I found this photograph on the
internet of soldiers returning
from the First World War.
They are on Croxley Green,
some are in wheelchairs, two
others are on a cart being pulled
by a donkey. You can see the
church in the background. It
looks like a very quiet country
road, not as it is today, a very
busy road with lots of cars
speeding along it. Maybe the
soldiers were being cared for
locally, do you know if that was
the case?

Neighbourhood Watch

our website at www.herts.police.uk or contact your
local team via the non-emergency number 101. You can
also use this non-emergency number to report
suspicious activity, or call Crimestoppers anonymously
on 0800 555 111.
Email address: fcrenquiries@herts.pnn.police.uk
Daniel Atkinson, Corporate Communications
Why not sign up to Neighbourhood Watch? The image
of curtain-twitching is gone but not forgotten and you
can now join online.
Visit www.owl.co.uk, or call the police non-emergency
number on 101. or Alan Waller PCSO Neighbourhood
Watch Email: alan.waller@herts.pnn.police.uk

Hertfordshire Constabulary is
reminding residents that leaving
windows or doors open, to keep
the home cool during the hot
weather, can offer opportunities
to criminals. Whilst the number of
burglaries has remained low this
year, the lure of insecure doors,
windows and out-buildings can encourage opportunistic
thieves. There is a great deal that residents can do
themselves to reduce the risk of their property and home
being targeted: Check that all ground floor windows and
doors are closed and locked when you are in the back
garden, leave the house or go to bed. Upstairs windows
should be closed and locked when the house is
unoccupied. uPVC doors can only be properly locked by
lifting the handle and using the key. Car and house keys
should be kept out of sight. Don't leave them on display
on window sills, in porches, hallways or kitchens. If you
are away overnight or on holiday, use timer switches
indoors to turn lights on and off, giving your home a
'lived-in' look. A good quality alarm and external dusk till
dawn low energy lighting, fitted near doors and other
entry points, are excellent deterrents. Register your
valuables on the free database www.immobilise.com it is quick and easy to do and can help police return
them to you if they are lost or stolen. It also helps police
to prove that property found in a suspect's possession is
stolen. For comprehensive crime prevention advice visit

Don't let your money go down the drain.
Did you know that the surface water / rain water
from the houses on the Byewaters estate is fed into
a separate "surface water" main sewer? This is a
private / un-adopted sewer which discharges into
the river Gade.
Because of this you can claim a "surface water
abatement" reduction on your water bill. See "My
waste water" at www.affinitywater.co.uk or the
back of your water bill for more information. By
successfully claiming this "abatement" you should be
able to reduce your combined clean water and
sewerage bill by up to £25 per year.

4

NEWS FROM ST. OSWALD’S
We would love to see parishioners at any of our services at 8am or 10am on Sundays. Special occasions in the next few months
include Harvest Festival on 5th October. In addition to the regular morning services there will be an extra 6.30pm service of Choral
Evensong and we are asking for non-perishable harvest gifts for Watford and Three Rivers Refugee Project and raising money
for women’s literacy in Egypt through Christian Aid. On Sunday 3rd November at 3pm we have our annual Memorial Service to
remember and light candles for loved ones who have died – please let me know any names you would like added to the list.
Finally the annual village Service of Remembrance on Sunday 9th November will be at All Saints’ Church (opposite
Rickmansworth School) at 2.30pm and afterwards at the War Memorial on the Green. This will be a particularly poignant occasion
as we recall the start of WW1 one hundred years ago. The War affected Croxley as it did communities up and down the country.
This is well documented in a new book by Brian Thomson, a member of our congregation, “Croxley Green in the First World War”,
available from Rickmansworth Museum.
Robert Riley-Braley, Vicar St. Oswald’s Church, Malvern Way

REMINDER – Don’t be the cause of an accident
– reduce your speed! (20mph or less)
I recently saw an
item on the news
and it showed a
blind woman with her guide dog,
pulling a buggy with her baby in
it, having to walk in the road as
cars were parked on the
pavement. It made me realise
how dangerous it could be for
mother, baby and guide dog.
Please try when possible not to
park on the pavements especially all four wheels. Besides
baring the way for buggies and wheelchairs, vehicles can
damage pavements causing trip hazards, oil leaks can cause
slippages. Please keep your speeds down and keep everyone
safe, don't be the cause of an accident, always think of others.

YOURBYEWATERSNEEDS

Still collecting email addresses, which are always
very helpful when information needs to be sent out
quickly to Byewaters residents or if.there is
anything that you wish to raise. You can contact
me at fran.koster1@gmail.com By sending
emails out to everyone on my list we have been
able to locate two missing cats, so you never know
when this might be helpful.

Our growing Trades List
Our trades list has grown and
at the moment takes up four
pages.
Please take a look on the web
at www.byewatersnews.co.uk
It was suggested that details of
tradesmen that have been
used by homeowners on Byewaters be listed. If you would
like to submit the details of someone that you have used
and would like to recommend, please send me their
details. It may help others when trying to find the right
tradesman.
Fran

FOOD WASTE BAGS
As previously mentioned cornstarch bags are
available for your brown food scraps caddie
and large brown bins. A great alternative to
using old newspapers. They can be bought
from Parish Council Offices and other places.
The Hardware store at the beginning of
Baldwins Lane (near the Harvester) is selling them at £2.50 for a roll
of 52 bags which should last a year if you use one a week.
And now for something completely different – another wheelie bin!
You will have now received your large weekly recycling bin which
can take newspapers, magazines, plain cards, telephone directories
etc. aerosols, clean foil, plastic containers & bottles, cartons, cardboard, glass bottles and jars. Let us hope this is the last of the
wheelie bins as I am running out of room!! (for further information
please contact www.threerivers.gov.uk Tel: 01923 776611)

DOG FOULING CONTINUES
Unfortunately, some dog owners are
still not picking up after their pet. Biodegradable bags are FREE from the
Parish Council Offices and the
Library. Be considerate to people
who are blind or partially sighted as they cannot see the
fouling to avoid it. Please, please think of others and use the
FREE bags and pick up after your dog.

REMEMBER

POETS CORNER

You only need two tools in life - oil and duct tape. If it doesn't
move and should, use the oil. If it shouldn't move and does, use
the duct tape. Although if you can't fix it with a hammer,
you've got an electrical problem!
but...
If you tell the truth you don't have to remember anything.
and...
Acupuncture is a jab well done
Did you know...
The first couple to be shown in bed together on prime time TV
was Fred and Wilma Flintstone

These Days of Summer Nan Sexton
Oh, these days of summer
fly so swiftly by
the birds are on the wing
the garden, growing, nigh
the flowers and the greenery
the sunlight, high above
it's really everything
a dreamer could dream of
the sudden summer showers,
the nearby gurgling stream
the hazy, daisy hours
the air, so fresh and clean....
The brightest of the seasons
days chirp right along
til autumn leaves come tumbling
with a brand new golden song...

Our Excellent Printer is:Image Link Ltd., 8 Sovereign Park, Cleveland Way,
Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 7DA
Tel: 01442 927277
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Email: alan@imagelinkltd.co.uk

We are a
mother and
daughter
team who
love baking
‘Delicious
hand baked
cakes, made
fresh to order
for any
occasion’
Tel: 01923 776460 / 07886 718059

Website: www.croxleycakes.co.uk & on

www.Facebook.com/croxleycakes

ZJ
CLEANING
SERVICE
ZJ Cleaning Service has 10 years of combined
experience in the field of property maintenance and
cleaning.The cleaning services charges are per
hour. We only use professional cleaners and every
member of our team is trained in cleaning
techniques for efficient and spotless results.
Our cleaners/housekeepers are fully insured, vetted
and trained to the highest industry standard.
Email: www.zjcleaning.com
or telephone 0845 8340901 - Zorka Jankova

The Peace Hospice now has a
revamped Hospice Lottery , you
can download a form online at
www.peacehospice.org.uk
or telephone Terence Smith on
01923 330341 or email
tsmith@peacehospice.org.uk
This way you are donating
money to a good cause, for
maybe as little as a £1 a week
but with the chance to win
£10,000!

M.J. JELLIS
GAS SERVICES

JADE – hairdressing in your home
for your convenience

Gas Safe

* Boiler Repairs & Servicing
* Gas Fires & Cookers
* Central Heating Installations
* All Heating & Plumbing Work Undertaken
* Landlords Certificates
* Prompt Service * All Areas

To book an appointment Telephone (mobile): 07826 855053
or (home) 0208 428 7404 Blow-dry £14.00 Cut and blowdry £25.00 - for a full price list please telephone Jade.

Telephone 01923 247903 Mobile: 07765 405839

Mike Galvin
(M Galvin Ltd Plumbing/Carpentry/
Decorating/Fencing)

Don't have time to keep
your garden tidy OR need a
cleaner OR a dog walker give me a call. I live on
Byewaters and charge very
competitive rates for local
residents.

Mobile:
07976 832954

Tracey - 07507 059065
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HERTS FENCING &
LANDSCAPES
All types of fencing and
gates, decking, paving,
turfing, lawns and general
landscaping.
Established 25 years.
Call Stephen on
01923 718955
or
07523 853045

DTAS Services
Digital TV &
Satellite Services

Call:
07769 226615

Kaz.O'Donnell
City & Guilds, RDI,
DTT Level 2

or 01452 530384
or email digitalkaz@hotmail.co.uk

"A Professional Tree Company"
since the 1950s
Open Mon-Fri 7.30-20.00. Sat-Sun 8.00-18.00
Tel: 020 8429 9273
email: info@arbormasteruk.co.uk

QUALITY DECORATING AND MORE ......
Reasonable rates – just phone Colin

01923 211229 or 0785 8150611
FURRY FRIENDS – Pet Care Services
• Caring, conscientious and locally based covering the
Croxley area with 15 years of experience in animal care

• We will feed & care for your pets (including watering

Steve's Window Cleaners
Small family run company based in
Croxley Green.
Regular and reliable service - £1m
public liability insurance.
Conservatory roof cleaning service
available Free no obligation quotations.
Please call Steve - 07538 400 788

•
•
•

R.J. GOAD

plants, taking in post etc) in the comfort of your own
home when you are away or home late
Feathered & fishy friends also welcome
£6 single daily visit (£10 for two daily visits)
To arrange a FREE intro session call
Abby on
07834 602106

DKB SERVICES

General Building & Property Maintenance
ESTABLISHED 1989
Tel: 01923 285756 Mobile: 07823 885223
richgoad@ntlworld.com

Waste Disposal Repair Experts
Reasonable Prices
Speedy Service
Call Dermot on 01923 835559
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Dashwood Carpentry (Conservation & Restoration)
Daniel P. Dashwood-Smyth www.dash-wood.co.uk
Tel: 01442 253049 Mob: 07545 819296
Email: Daniel@dash-wood.co.uk
• Carpentry BIG & small
• Furniture Restoration
• Surface Finishing
• Painting • Upholstery
• Flat Pack Assembly • Decking
ANYTHING WITH WOOD – I CAN DO IT!

CONNECT SECURITY
N & D Woodward
247 Watford Road
Croxley Green
Rickmansworth
Hertfordshire
WD3 3RX
01923 251887
07813 136272
www.connect-security.co.uk
info@connect-security.co.uk

Croxley Handyman Services
Carpentry and Electrical

Helping to keep your home the way you want it

For a reliable and friendly service call now. Free quotations.
Matt Robinson
07595 736345
matt224robinson@gmail.com

SPEC.
FLOORING CONTRACTORS

PAUL ASHLEY
Spec Flooring Contractors Ltd
Mobile: 07956 880 535
Unit 4 Finway Court
Tel: 01923 818011
Whippendell Road
Fax: 01923 818437
Watford WD18 7EN
email: info@specflooring.co.uk
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M G AERIALS Digital Aerials-Sky-Freesat
STEPHEN FOREY Aerial engineer
City & Guilds RDI DTT Level 2
6 Anthony Close
Watford WD19 4NA
07545 168604 01923 440822
Email Stephenforey@gmail.com

16 recommendations in WHICH magazine Local Trader

For more information call 01923 232 016 or email
croxleygreen.gym@nuffieldhealth.com
Visit us at www.croxleygreengym.co.uk
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