BYEWATERS RESIDENTS
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Our Winter Wonderland

Swan Lake’s lead taking a well- earned break!

Follow me... the North Pole’s this way.

Please send articles, advertising, photographs etc. for the March 2014
Newsletter to Fran, 78 Byewaters or email fran.koster1@gmail.com

Hi all,
It is hard to believe that Christmas is nearly upon us. The years seem to be flying by, or is that just me! The
Dalai Lama quotes seem simple but true especially at Christmas time 'Our prime purpose in this life is to help
others. And if you can't help them, at least don't hurt them.' and 'we all have to live together, so we might as
well live together happily.' This Christmas it would be wonderful if peace and happiness was the norm for
everyone all over the world. Perhaps we should all be putting this on our Christmas wish list and then 2014
could be a really great year. Which leads me into a couple of reminders, as you will see below we are singing
for The Peace Hospice on 11th December for a really good cause, helping the local community, please join
us. Also the Byewaters AGM Wednesday, 30th April 2014 at 7.30pm, a date for next year's diary, with more information in the
March newsletter. Have a fantastic Christmas and a very Happy Healthy New Year to you all.
Fran - Editor
Extra pages of trades etc. on www.byewatersnews.co.uk (and in full colour) or (air your views) on www.byewaters.blogspot.com or
Byewaters original website on www.byewaters.co.uk or if you need to contact the directors, email directors@byewaters.co.uk
Thanks go to:- Mike Weintroub (Page layout), Les Koster (Cover photos), Byewaters Residents for their contributions, David Whittaker (web version)
Image Link Ltd (Printing), Newsletter delivery helpers Beth, Mary & Teri and James Estate Agents (Sponsorship).

CAROL SINGING FOR THE PEACE HOSPICE
The time is almost upon us when a small group of Byewaters Residents brave the
elements and sing their little hearts out!
As you know we have raised £1,577.96 since 2008 and this will be our 6th year
entertaining you all! It would be great to get that number up to £2,000 this year. The
Peace Hospice does such a wonderful job and they need all the donations they can
get. So when we are all busy buying Christmas presents for our nearest and dearest
this is just a little bit of 'spreading the love' through to the wider community, at a time
that promotes 'good will to all men'. We hope to be joined again this year by some
members of the St Oswald's Church Choir as they will make even us sound good.
Please come along and swell the numbers and the voices, all are welcome even if you
only want to hum. We usually get a donation from the Croxley Business Park and this year hopefully from Morrisons as well.
Please join us on Wednesday 11th December at 7.00 pm and if it is raining we will have to postpone for Thursday 12th at the
same time. We meet by the T-junction as you come into Byewaters next to the Evensyde and Byewaters signs. Please join us,
if you can't come along please do not forget to send your donation. We look forward to you joining us; dress up warm its good
fun for all ages and all for a good cause.
Fran

Unique Christmas
Wreaths
Here is an unusual
Christmas wreath you
might want to make. It
looks good and gets lots
of cards neatly out of
the way. This and 69
more designs can be
found on the website
below. Designs include
Brussels sprout and
potato design! Not sure
they would catch on, the
Brussels would not give
off the sweetest smell
maybe the cinnamon or
dried oranges would be better, take a look anyway.
70 unique and unusual Christmas holiday wreaths by
Stephanie Lynn.
h t t p : / / w w w. b y s t e p h a n i e l y n n . c o m / 2 0 11 / 11 / 7 0 - u n i q u e - a n d unusual-christmas-holiday-wreaths-saturday-inspirationideas.html

Watersmeet High Street Rickmansworth WD3 1EH
General Enquiries: 01923 711063
Email: watersmeet@threerivers.gov.uk
Evil forces are at play in this classic fairytale story of Princess
Aurora, the girl who pricks her finger on a spinning-wheel and
falls asleep for 100 years. It's a true battle of good over evil
depicted with the ultimate diva downfall as the Lilac Fairy out
wits the conniving Carabosse by sending a handsome hero to
deliver a kiss of true love which will awaken the kingdom from
a one hundred year sleep.

A Note from the Directors BEMC (Byewaters Estate Management Company)
In October, our managing agents MCS sent out our annual estimates and the half year payment
demands for the maintenance of the estate. Once again we have managed to avoid any need to
increase these and so they have remained at the same level as last year. If you have any questions
about this please contact MCS customer services email info@mcsproperty.com, phone 01920
466500. As we move into the winter months, rain, snow and low winter sun present additional risks when driving around
Byewaters. Ice on roads and pavements may also cause pedestrians to be slower when crossing over roads. Please drive
carefully over the roads of the estate and slow down - especially at junctions and sharp bends.
All of the directors of BEMC are volunteers who live on the estate. We wish you and all our neighbours a good Christmas and a
safe New Year. As always, you can contact us directly at directors@byewaters.co.uk. Other information is available on the
www.byewaters.co.uk website
David Whittaker
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The Armistice – 11th November 1918
Remembrance Day
Last month we commemorated
The Armistice, over 90 years since
World War I ended but it was only in
2010 when £60 million, the last of the
reparation payments, were finally made (required
under the terms of the Treaty of Versailles). World War
I was supposed to be the 'war to end all wars' and it nearly
was! The First World War was in its last days and hours,
millions of soldiers on both sides had died. September
1918, on the French battlefield of Marcoing, English
Private Henry Tandey (Duke of Wellington's Regiment)
won the Victoria Cross for bravery, one of many medals he
won. The battle of Marcoing raged, Allied and German
forces engaged in hand to hand combat. The crucial
moment for world history and Private Tandey came when a
wounded German soldier limped directly into his line of fire.
He later said that he took aim but could not shoot a
wounded man. The German soldier acknowledged his
thanks with a wave to Tandey, he was an Austrian Corporal
named Adolf Hitler. It seems Hitler never forgot that

moment or the man who had spared him. It is said that
when he became German Chancellor in 1933, he ordered
his staff to track down Tandey's service records, which
were impressive. Hitler managed to obtain a print of an
Italian painting showing Tandey carrying a wounded Allied
soldier on his back; this was on the wall of his mountain
retreat, Berchtesgaden. British Prime Minister Neville
Chamberlain on his historic visit in 1938 was shown the
painting and told why Tandey, a British War Hero was so
important to Hitler. Chamberlain was asked to convey
Hitler's gratitude to Tandey. Chamberlain returned to
England, waving a document and stating he had achieved
'peace in our time' after that fateful trip. Henry Tandey lived
in Coventry during World War II and saw the devastation
from Hitler's bombers and also knew that London was
being Blitzed day and night. Henry would often say he
wished he had not let that Austrian Corporal live, so many
lives could have been saved, and World War I might have
been the 'war to end all wars', but fate took over! Henry
Tandey died in 1977 aged 86.

Summer break all over and after the
highs of the Bournemouth game, off
to Reading for a 3-3 draw following
a late equaliser by Fabbrini. The
'Orns then entertained Forest,
which ended in a draw at 1-1,
with Watford coming back from one
behind. First cup game - Capital One Cup - of
the season against Bournemouth in which the
Golden Boys moved in to the next round with a 2-0 win
earning a tie against Premiership opposition with Norwich City.
In this Watford went 2-0 up but after an exciting game, they
lost 3-2. We also learnt that an opposition player can
(allegedly) knock a player to the ground in front of officials and
carry on playing. Tried to find this in the rule book and still
looking now! Anyway, a previous game of note was The
Hornets thrashed Barnsley 5-1 at Oakwell that included an
Ikechi Anya dazzling 80-yard run and finish. Wigan were the
next visitors in which we gained three points followed by a
defeat at Blackburn by one goal. However, Watford went
straight up back up North and beat Huddersfield 2-1. Derby
came to The Vic next in a hard fought contest with both sides
taking it in turns at scoring but Derby rammed home their third
one and unfortunately, Watford lost 3-2 but even so, both sets
of fans were left puzzling over inconsistencies of refereeing
decisions. Won't be long before Watford team start getting
booked for wearing a yellow shirt! Away to Brighton in which
we “drew” 1-1 but should have been 2-1 to Watford as the ball
was over the line - The advert with “Karen I have a cat with no
pulse here” springs to mind! Then came the “return” match at
home against Leicester from the time Watford dumped them
spectacularly out of last seasons play offs. Even Harry the
Hornet did his version of the build-up to the Deeny goal!
Anyway, it was not going to be Watfords afternoon especially
after Almunia cleared the ball against a Leicester player and
we all watched the rebound sail quite nicely in to the Watford
net. And yes, we lost 3-0. Moving on, other results in the
league went our way and we held seventh position in the table.
Off to Middlesborough and after being one down the Golden
Boys took the lead for 2-1 but in the last few seconds of injury
time, Middlesborough pulled it back to 2-2. Mind you, we still
held on to seventh place... just. Merry Christmas every one.

More Fun Facts about Birds
1. Woodpeckers can peck twenty times a second.
2. Some male songbirds sing more than 2000 times each day.
3. The bones of a Pigeon weigh less than its feathers.
4. The fastest bird is the Spine-tailed Swift, clocked at speeds of up
to 220 miles per hour.
5. A Seagull can drink salt water because it has special glands that
filter out the salt.
6. A Duck's quack doesn't echo anywhere, and no one knows why.
7. The now-extinct Elephant Bird of Madagascar laid an egg that
weighed 12 kilograms.
8. Air sacs may make up 1/5 of the body volume of a bird.
9. Birds don't sweat.
10. A bird's heart beats 400 times per minute while resting and up to
1000 beats per minute while flying.
11. The only known poisonous bird in the world is the Hooded Pitohui
of Papua, New Guinea. The poison is found in its skin and feathers.
12. The Common Loon can dive more than 76 metres below the
water's surface.
13. A Malleefowl lays eggs in a nest full of rotting vegetation. The
decay gives off heat to keep the eggs warm; the male bird checks the
temperature often and adjusts the pile as necessary.
14. Male Weaver birds spend the majority of their lives building nests
to impress females. However, if the female is not immediately
impressed by his handiwork, the male takes offense and chases the
potential mate off.
15. The stunning scarlet Macaw eats clay from riverside deposits,
which may help it process toxic seeds it consumes.
16. A male Sand Grouse soaks himself in water, then flies
back to the nest so his chicks can drink from his feathers.
17. Mockingbirds can imitate sounds of other birds.

Ralph - Evensyde
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CROXFEST FESTIVAL ON THE GREEN 2013
Thousands flocked to the "terrific" Croxfest , where visitors gathered to hear the free music
on offer. A total of 10 acts performed throughout the day at the event on The Green, which started
at midday and finished at 8 pm. Croxfest 2013 received wonderful comments from those who
attended, the overwhelming feedback was that everyone enjoyed themselves and had a terrific time.
The support was tremendous, and people are already showing interest for 2014. This is a free event,
but there were donations from those who attended for various local charities and some of the funds went
towards covering the cost of the event. Last year's event attracted between 5,500 and 6,000 people, but this
year it is believed that the third Croxfest had between 7,000 and 8,000 visitors, support definitely seems to
be growing. There was a variety of music, which ranged from original material to well-known sing-along
covers. There were a number of stalls selling food, snacks and beverages. While no alcohol was allowed to
be sold on the festival site, visitors were allowed to bring their own with a picnic. It was a terrific day, a
good time was had by all, roll on next year, or should I say rock and roll on next year!

THINGS YULE NEVER KNEW
ABOUT CHRISTMAS – festive gems

13. Many theologians estimate that Jesus
wasn't born on 25th December but sometime
in September between 6BC and 30AD.
14. James Pierpont's 1857 song Jingle Bells
was first called One Horse Open Sleigh and
was written for Thanksgiving.
15. Before turkey, the traditional Christmas
meal in England was a pig's head and
mustard.
16. In 1647, after the English Civil War, Oliver
Cromwell banned festivities. The law wasn't
lifted until 1660.
17. In 1999, residents in Maine (USA) built the
world's biggest ever snowman. He stood at
113ft tall.
18. The Greeks celebrate Christmas on 7th
January, according to the old Julian calendar,
while Xmas presents are opened on New
Year's Day.
19. Many parts of the Christmas tree can actually be eaten,
with the needles being a good source of Vitamin C?
20. The holly in a wreath symbolises Christ's crown of thorns
while the red berries are drops of his blood.
21. The first commercial Christmas cards were commissioned
by a civil servant Sir Henry Cole in London in 1843.
22. Hanging presents on trees may come from the Druids who
believed the tree was the giver of all good things.
23. The largest Christmas cracker - 45.72m long and 3.04m in
diameter.
24. The long shopping spree before Christmas began in
America when relatives of soldiers posted overseas in the
Second World War were encouraged to mail gifts early.
25. Jingle Bells was the first song broadcast from space when
Gemini 6 astronauts Tom Stafford and Wally Schirra sang it on
16th December 1965.

to get you in the mood for Christmas
1. Scientists calculated that Santa would have
to visit 822 homes a second to deliver all the
world's presents on Christmas Eve, travelling
at 650 miles a second.
2. Robins on cards were a joke 150 years ago
when postmen wore red tunics and were
named after them.
3. Although now mostly vegetarian, in Victorian
times, mince pies were made with beef and
spices.
4. Despite the tale of three wise men paying
homage to baby Jesus, the Bible never gives a
number. Matthew's Gospel refers to merely
"wise men".
5. Carols began as an old English custom
called wassailing, toasting neighbours to a long life.
6. Hanging stockings out comes from the Dutch custom of
leaving shoes packed with food for St Nicholas's donkeys. He
would leave small gifts in return.
7. Nearly 60 million Christmas trees are grown each year in
Europe.
8. The word Noel derives from the French expression "les
bonnes nouvelles" or "the good news".
9. Jesus was probably born in a cave and not a wooden stable,
say Biblical scholars.
10. The abbreviation Xmas isn't irreligious. The letter X is a
Greek abbreviation for Christ.
11. The world's tallest Xmas tree at 221ft high was erected in
a Washington shopping mall in 1950.
12. The chances of a white Christmas are just 1 in 10 for
England & Wales, and 1 in 6 for Scotland & Northern Ireland.

Neighbourhood Watch

FOOD WASTE BAGS
As previously mentioned cornstarch bags are
available for your brown food scraps caddie
and large brown bins. A great alternative to
using old newspapers. They can be bought
from Parish Council Offices and other places.
The Hardware store at the beginning of
Baldwins Lane (near the Harvester) is selling
them at £2.50 for a roll of 52 bags which
should last a year if you use one a week.

YOURBYEWATERSNEEDS

Door-to-Door Sales
Hertfordshire Police would like to warn
residents to be mindful of door-to-door
salesmen that report to be ex-convicts
attempting to mend their ways. Police
always advise residents to refrain from buying at the
doorstep and not to buckle to pressure from sales
people offering supposedly one-off 'buy it now' low
prices. If any sales person comes to your door, we
would suggest you ask to see their 'Pedlar's certificate'
- these are only issued to individuals under very strict
conditions. If you experience any of these salesmen we
would ask you to call the police who will then assess if
they are legitimate or not.

Still collecting email addresses, which are always
very helpful when information needs to be sent out
quickly to Byewaters residents or if.there is
anything that you wish to raise. You can contact
me at fran.koster1@gmail.com By sending emails
out to everyone on my list we have been able to
locate two missing cats over the last few months.

Allan Waller PCSO Neighbourhood Watch
Email: alan.waller@herts.pnn.police.uk
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An Idea For Those That Hate Christmas
It's just a small, white envelope stuck among the branches of the Christmas tree. No
name, no identification, no inscription. It just sits amongst the branches of the tree
each year. Christmas was hated - the whole commercial aspect of it - overspending,
the frenzied running around at the last minute. Only to get those presents that you
know no one really wants but you've run out of ideas. Knowing this, I decided many
years ago to do something special that I thought would put a smile on faces. The idea
came to me as we saw a group of kids peering through a shop window filled with
Christmas goodies and realised they all came from the local care home. Later that
day I went into that store and purchased a gift card and took it along to the home for
them to spend on the children. They sent a letter of thanks and this is what I placed
in a little white envelope amongst the branches of the Christmas tree. This we felt was the true meaning of Christmas, sharing,
giving, peace and goodwill to all men. We can all place a little white envelope on our Christmas tree. It can become something
we do each year, so we can also help others to have a very happy Christmas. (started in the USA)

MORRISONS – OPENING DAY ?

Another reminder – Don’t be the
cause of an accident – reduce your
speed to 20mph or less

Artists impression

It is most people's opinion that because
of the amount of cars parked on bends
that there are many blind spots around Byewaters.
Pedestrians, cyclists and mums wheeling buggies are being
put at risk because of speeding especially when visibility is
limited. A reminder that vehicles should not be parked fully on
pavements, two wheels are acceptable but definitely not four.
This can also cause many problems for pedestrians including
damaging the pavement, trip hazards, and leaving oil behind
for slippages.
Byewaters roads should be taken slow, slow, slower!
This will keep everyone safe and help prevent accidents,
please think of others.

I contacted Morrisons to try and find out when they were
planning to have their grand opening. Received a reply (25th
October) from community@morrisonsplc.co.uk ‘Thank you for
taking the time to contact us. I am afraid at this stage we are
unable to offer an exact date for the proposed opening, but the
dates are usually confirmed in the local press a few weeks
prior‘. I was surprised when the notices along Ascot Road
appeared a few days later stating their opening day Monday
25th November at 9.00 am! By the time you get this you will
have already had your first Morrisons experience! Let us hope
that we will come to love having them on our doorstep. Let me
know what you think of shopping at Morrisons and I can pass
your comments on to their head office. If they even know by
then that their new store has opened!

Trades List
Our trades list has grown and
now takes up three pages
please take a look on the web
page www.byewatersnews.co.uk
It was suggested that details of
tradesmen that have been used
by homeowners on Byewaters
be listed. If you would like to
submit the details of someone that you have used and would
like to recommend please send me their details. It may help
others when trying to find the right tradesman.
Fran

DOG FOULING CONTINUES
Unfortunately, some dog owners are
still not picking up after their pet. Biodegradable bags are FREE from the
Parish Council Offices and the
Library. The other day someone
reminded me that people who are blind or partially sighted
cannot see the fouling to avoid it. Please, please think of
others and use the FREE bags and pick up after your dog.

Sofa seeks new home on
Byewaters without charge
High back two-seater sofa with teak
frame, in very good condition. Free on
collection from present Byewaters
home. Contact Graham or Sally on
01923 251157.

POETS CORNER
A squeak on the stairs. Could Santa be here?
Better pull my blankets, up to my ears.
He comes down the chimney, that's how he gets in.
Santa uses magic, to make himself thin.

REMEMBER – TAKE NOTE!
What playwright was intimidated by Christmas ?
Noel Coward
Why are Christmas trees like people who can't knit?
They both drop their needles.
What do you call a polar bear wearing ear muffs?
Anything you want. He can't hear you!

I better keep still, can't make a peep.
He doesn't leave toys, unless you're asleep.
My door just opened, someone's by my bed.
It wasn't Santa after all, cause Mum just kissed my head.

A CHRISTMAS THOUGHT

Our Excellent Printer is:-

“Peace on earth will come to stay,
when we live Christmas every day.”
Helen Steiner Rice

Image Link Ltd., P & A House, Alma Road,
Chesham, Bucks HP5 3HB
Tel: 01494 784132
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Email: alan@imagelinkltd.co.uk

We are a
mother and
daughter
team who
love baking
‘Delicious
hand baked
cakes, made
fresh to order
for any
occasion’
Tel: 01923 776460 / 07886 718059

Website: www.croxleycakes.co.uk & on

www.Facebook.com/croxleycakes

ZJ
CLEANING
SERVICE
ZJ Cleaning Service has 10 years of combined
experience in the field of property maintenance and
cleaning.The cleaning services charges are per
hour. We only use professional cleaners and every
member of our team is trained in cleaning
techniques for efficient and spotless results.
Our cleaners/housekeepers are fully insured, vetted
and trained to the highest industry standard.
Email: www.zjcleaning.com
or telephone 0845 8340901 - Zorka Jankova

The Peace Hospice now has a revamped
Hospice Lottery , you can download a
form online at www.peacehospice.org.uk
or telephone Terence Smith on
01923 330341 or email
tsmith@peacehospice.org.uk
This way you are donating money to a
good cause, for maybe as little as a £1 a
week but with the chance to win £10,000!

M.J. JELLIS
GAS SERVICES

JADE – hairdressing in your home
for your convenience

Gas Safe

* Boiler Repairs & Servicing
* Gas Fires & Cookers
* Central Heating Installations
* All Heating & Plumbing Work Undertaken
* Landlords Certificates
* Prompt Service * All Areas

To book an appointment Telephone (mobile): 07826 855053
or (home) 0208 428 7404 Blow-dry £14.00 Cut and blowdry £25.00 - for a full price list please telephone Jade.

Telephone 01923 247903 Mobile: 07765 405839

Mike Galvin

Don't have time to keep
your garden tidy OR need a
cleaner OR a dog walker give me a call. I live on
Byewaters and charge very
competitive rates for local
residents.

(M Galvin Ltd Plumbing/Carpentry/
Decorating/Fencing)

Mobile:
07976 832954

Tracey - 07507 059065
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Dashwood Carpentry (Conservation & Restoration)
Daniel P. Dashwood-Smyth www.dash-wood.co.uk
Tel: 01442 462036 Mob: 07545 819296
Email: Daniel@dash-wood.co.uk
• Carpentry BIG & small
• Furniture Restoration
• Surface Finishing
• Painting • Upholstery
• Flat Pack Assembly • Decking
ANYTHING WITH WOOD – I CAN DO IT!

"A Professional Tree Company"
since the 1950s
Open Mon-Fri 7.30-20.00. Sat-Sun 8.00-18.00
Tel: 020 8429 9273
email: info@arbormasteruk.co.uk

DTAS Services
Digital TV &
Satellite Services

Call:
07769 226615

Kaz.O'Donnell
City & Guilds, RDI,
DTT Level 2

or 01452 530384
or email digitalkaz@hotmail.co.uk

QUALITY DECORATING AND MORE ......
Reasonable rates – just phone Colin

01923 211229 or 0785 8150611
FURRY FRIENDS – Pet Care Services
• Caring, conscientious and locally based covering the
Croxley area with 15 years of experience in animal care

• We will feed & care for your pets (including watering

Steve's Window Cleaners
Small family run company based in
Croxley Green.
Regular and reliable service - £1m
public liability insurance.
Conservatory roof cleaning service
available Free no obligation quotations.
Please call Steve - 07538 400 788

•
•
•
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plants, taking in post etc) in the comfort of your own
home when you are away or home late
Feathered & fishy friends also welcome
£6 single daily visit (£10 for two daily visits)
To arrange a FREE intro session call
Abby on
07834 602106

For more information call 01923 232 016 or email
croxleygreen.gym@nuffieldhealth.com
Visit us at www.croxleygreengym.co.uk

CONNECT SECURITY
N & D Woodward
247 Watford Road
Croxley Green
Rickmansworth
Hertfordshire
WD3 3RX
01923 251887
07813 136272
www.connect-security.co.uk
info@connect-security.co.uk

Croxley Handyman Services
Carpentry and Electrical

Helping to keep your home the way you want it

For a reliable and friendly service call now. Free quotations.
Matt Robinson
07595 736345
matt224robinson@gmail.com
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