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Hi,
At this great time of the year when the kids are getting excited about their presents and mums are working
hard organising everything to make it perfect for the whole family, I want to reflect on 'good will to all men'!
Sometimes with all the razzmatazz we forget that sentiment. Besides trying to raise money for The Peace
Hospice this year I would like us all on Byewaters to give something that doesn't cost us anything, just being
thoughtful with a lot of good will to others! I read a while ago about a little girl of two years old who has been
blinded in one eye because someone did not think of others. She tripped and fell on the
ground besides some dog poo, and then wiped her left eye with her hand, transferring
some of the faeces to her face and eye. Although her Mum rushed to her it was already too late, she
caught an infection and this has now claimed the sight in her left eye. She was diagnosed with the
disease toxocariasis, this is passed to humans by dog or cat poo. Although we have run articles in the
newsletter about fouling many times it still goes on. Please, please think of others especially the children
we do not want any child living on Byewaters or visiting going through this, something totally preventable.
This little girl will now have a disability for the rest of her life. Keep Britian Tidy (www.keepbritaintidy.org)
is running an article about the little girl and a poster which you can order (free of charge) and display,as a
reminder to others. Biodegradable bags for dog poo are also on sale. Let us hope that this New Year 2011 is
a really 'good will to all men' year on Byewaters. Whatever holiday you celebrate at this time of the year, I wish you a happy one!
Merry Christmas and Happy New year to all.
Extra page on www.byewatersnews.co.uk or (air your views) on www.byewaters.blogspot.com or Byewaters original website on
www.byewaters.co.uk or email directors@byewaters.co.uk if you need to contact the directors.

Fran - Editor

Thanks go to:- Mike Weintroub (Page layout), Les Koster, (Cover photos), Byewater Residents for their contributions,
David Whittaker (web version). Imagehaus Ltd (Printing) and James Estate Agents (Sponsorship).

Christmas Carols
In the Middle Ages the only singing in church was by Monks and Priests. Troubadours
danced - 'round dances' called 'caroles' and bystanders improvised words and tunes.
Carole means 'a song to accompany dancing' (French). Eventually the word 'carol'
came to mean the song rather than the dance. An English carol 'The First Nowell' (old
English spelling) became 'The First Noel'. 'The Holly and the Ivy',with its roots more
pagan, hence 'O the rising of the sun, and the running of the deer'. The Elizabethan
melody Greensleeves was used for carols 'What Child Is This' and others. 'Deck the
Halls with Boughs of Holly' is an old Welsh melody, used by Mozart in a piano and
violin duet. The words are believed to be American, dating from the 19th century.
'We Three Kings' was composed in 1857 by John Henry Hopkins for a Christmas pageant in New York City. 'It Came Upon a
Midnight Clear' is also American written by a minister from Boston, Massachusetts in 1849. 'Hark the Herald Angels Sing'
music by Felix Mendelssohn lyrics by Charles Wesley. The music was written in 1840 in memory of Johan Guttenberg the
inventor of the printing press. The words (Wesley) were originally 'Hark, how all the welkin (heaven) rings'. The now familiar
opening line was changed, in 1855 by Dr. William Cummings who put the words and music together. Mendelssohn and Wesley
would not have been happy with the result, thank goodness they did not get to decide! It is told that Silent Night was written
on Christmas Eve 1818 in Oberndorf, Bavaria. The story goes that the church organ was broken, hence Silent Night. The town
was snowbound and the parish priest Joseph Mohr was inspired to write the lyrics while organist Franz Gruber composed the
melody. Just in time for midnight mass, true or false? A good story though, and by 1955 Silent Night had become the most
recorded song of all time. TALKING OF CAROLS ....................

CAROL SINGING FOR THE PEACE HOSPICE AROUND BYEWATERS
Now I've got you in the mood for singing carols it is nearly that time again, when you put on your
thermals and your woolly hat and gloves, (hopefully you won't need your umbrella) and practice your
Me, Me, Me's! Now you are ready to join us carol singing for The Peace Hospice, no rehearsals
required. Last year we managed to collect £252 and when we took the money along to the hospice
they were delighted. They need our support; it is only once a year and extremely good fun. They are
able to help so many local people and it is our way on Byewaters of helping others at Christmas, our
'good will to all men'. Please join us on Tuesday, 8th December at 7.30 pm by the Byewaters and
Evensyde sign, as you enter Byewaters. If it is raining we will reschedule for Wednesday, 9th same time and if it is still
raining, one last try for Thursday, 10th. If you want to donate but cannot join us your contribution will be much appreciated.
If you would like to come but feel you cannot sing, humming is fine, or you can help by collecting as we go from door to door.
Last year children joined us for the first time, they enjoyed helping us raise the money and it was great fun too. Hopefully
one of the nights will be dry and it is for such a good cause. If you require song sheets or any information you can contact
me on fran.koster1@gmail.com
www.peacehospice.org.uk They now have a revamped Hospice Lottery, you can download a form online or telephone
Terence Smith on 01923 330341 or email tsmith@peacehospice.org.uk This way you are donating money to a good cause,
for maybe as little as a £1 a week but with the chance to win £10,000!

Watford Surestart Children's Centres
A help for stressed Mums and great for children more
information www.hertschildrenscentres.org.uk also you can
contact Delia at Morris Minor pre-school tel: 07770 397456
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A Note from the Directors BEMC (Byewaters Estate Management Company)
Ensuring that the estate is well maintained and provides a pleasant and safe environment
for all residents is a key responsibility of both BEMC and of all property owners.
With the help of knowledgeable residents, the review of the gardening contract has now
been completed and a new company has been selected and will take over in November.
As the estate matures many trees have grown to a substantial size and now require monitoring to
ensure that they do not cause difficulties. Some “self-seeded” trees have also appeared. We recently arranged for some of these
trees to be pruned or removed. We encourage all owners to ensure that their trees are pruned to a size where their roots or
canopies will not damage adjacent paths, properties or underground services.
New railings have been erected by the weir at the entrance to the estate as a further step in the Roads Adoption process. Final
completion is still dependent on Thames Water, Barratts and Herts County Council reaching agreement over the adoption of the
sewers on the estate. We will continue to liaise with these parties to encourage them to resolve these issues and complete the
Roads Adoption process.
We are continuing to review options to improve the quality and reliability of the lighting on the canal path and have made some
provision for this in the service charge estimates used to calculate the half year demand which has recently been sent to owners.
Our next AGM will be held on Tuesday 15th March 2011. Please put this date in your diary and we look forward to seeing you at
the meeting. Full details will be sent out nearer the time. A reminder that the Byewaters website www.byewaters.co.uk is
available with information about Byewaters and if you wish to contact the Directors then you can email us at
directors@byewaters.co.uk
David Whittaker

Byewaters before Byewaters!
Recently someone very kindly sent me some photographs of
Croxley Mill being demolished. Byewaters as we know it today
is standing on the site where Croxley Mill first stood. The
barges would pull up and carry the paper away, along the
canal. There are still a few signs of the mill; the track has been
left near the lock. There was a train running along here
transporting the paper to the barges. Also near the benches
by Basildon flats are some metal posts that I believe were
used in the paper making process. Croxley Mill was closed in
1980; the actual demolition took place soon after. Then around
1998 Barratts started building Byewaters and gradually as the
houses and flats started taking shape Byewaters as we know
and love it today emerged. It is a shame that Croxley Mill with
all its history has disappeared but selfishly I am glad, as it
means we can all live in a really beautiful spot. When people
come here for the first time, they always say “I didn't know this
was here. You're really tucked away”, (that must be a plus).
My reply is always “Let's keep it that way” our hidden gem!

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH NEWS
The good news is there once
again isn't much news on crime
on our estate. Three Rivers
Area Police and the District
N e i g h b o u rhood Watch are
keen to promote the use of
SMARTWATER by residents.
What is Smartwater? Its a bit
too complicated to explain fully
here but it's basically a property
marking forensic liquid that
assigns your valuables with their own unique forensic code,
allowing them to be traced back to you. Because the Police
regularly check for Smart Water and actively raise
awareness of it, SmartWater is known throughout the
criminal fraternity. Because of SmartWater's infrastructure
within Police Authorities criminals will statistically avoid
anything that bares the logo. What do you do? Buy a
bottle of Smartwater and mark any property that you need
to mark. There is a unique blend of precious metals within
the liquid that allow each bottle to have its own unique
code and once recovered by police can be traced. You can
mark anything from jewellery to bicycles.

There are some special rates available if it's purchased
through Neighbourhood Watch. Let me know if you
would like any more information and prices. There is
much more information on the Smart water website
www.smartwater.com.
(Herts. Police on 0845 3300222)
Daniel Haynes - 62 Byewaters nhw.byewaters@talktalk.net
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Byewater Birds Part 3

Living next to a Site of Special Scientific Interest and sandwiched between the River
Gade and the Grand Union Canal provides local residents of Byewaters with some of
the best bird watching opportunities in the area. In this issue we look at some of the birds that can be seen as autumn takes
hold and birds start to enter our gardens in search of food.
Long tailed tit (Aegithalos caudatus)
One of the noisiest birds to be found around Byewaters, the long tailed tit is often seen in large groups
chattering with a high-pitched trill. Groups of them can be seen flying from tree to tree as they search for
insects, berries and seeds. This small bird is characterised by having a relatively long tail and has wonderful
pink colouration with black and white wings and tail.
Jay (Garrulus glandarius)
A surprisingly colourful bird, the Jay can be seen flying between gardens around the estate in the autumn
in search of acorns. It is slightly smaller than a magpie but the vivid blue colouration on its wings and
pinkish brown under body make it an easily identifiable bird. With at least one nesting pair along
Blackmoor lane, the Jay is a pleasant sight on a winter's day.
Robin (Erithacus rubecula)
Perhaps one of the most easily identifiable and popular birds, the robin is a common and frequent visitor to the
area - not just at Christmas! The robin has a very musical song and can often be heard defending its territory
(both males and females being fiercely territorial). Its popularity is often linked to its tame nature - sometimes
being bold enough to feed from a person's hand.
Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo)
Becoming increasingly common around the Byewaters estate, these coastal birds can often be seen
fishing in the canal - diving under the water and re-emerging some distance away. They are unusual in
that they do not have waterproof feathers (making them very good swimmers), but this means that they
have to dry themselves out by spreading their wings in the sun.

For more information about any of these birds visit the RSPB site (www.rspb.org.uk) If you would like to help maintain our local
Nature Reserve then you can volunteer at http://www.croxleycommonmoor.org.uk
John Mynett - Byewaters

Did I tell you we’ve been to Lapland?
Hayley (Neil's niece) phoned us and said, Auntie Val I am
getting married and would love you to come. Hayley then told
us where she was getting married! As one of three girls, her
older sisters had already married, both having lovely white
weddings - well Hayley wanted something different. She was
to be married in an ice chapel in a place called Kakslauttenan
which is in Finnish Lapland and within the Artic Circle and she
wanted her Auntie and Uncle to be with her, so what could we
say - we agreed immediately! As the news unfolded we learnt,
she was still going to have a white wedding, with the
obligatory white fairytale wedding dress, she was going to
have 5 bridesmaids (4 of whom were aged 5 and under) and
although she said the dress code would be basically wear
what you want, I got the feeling she wanted her guests to be
in proper wedding attire - so that is what we did. 19 friends &
family met at Heathrow airport on a cold winters morning

in February. We were all
dressed in our best ski gear.
We flew without any problems
to Helsinki and after a quick
run through the airport to
catch our next flight (this of
course meant no shopping!),
we took off for Ivalo the
closest airport to where we were staying. It was late when we
arrived but we quickly boarded the coach which was waiting
to take us to our destination. I have never seen so much snow
in my life, in fact it was hard to take it all in. We were given
the keys to our igloo (yes our igloo), had dinner and grabbed
our sleigh loaded an overnight bag and trundled off to find our
igloo. I didn't really know what to expect, but it was one of the
most beautiful experiences of my life. The igloo had a glass
roof, was very warm had beautiful beds and a tiny, tiny loo and
washbasin. It was so warm & cosy, we just undressed and got
into bed (after brushing our teeth and having a cats lick and a
promise!), It was completely black outside save for the stars
and so completely quiet. We had been laying there for about
an hour when we heard someone shouting our names, Neil's
sister Fiona was shouting for us, to get dressed and come
outside, we literally jumped into our salopettes and jackets,
thinking something dreadful had happened, but when we
reached Fiona, we could see what she was shouting about the Northern Lights had appeared, well I don't think I can find
the words to describe what we saw but I will try, in the distance
there was a tiny cloud, as we stood there it came closer to us,
surrounded us in the sky above us, and as we looked at this
cloud like thing, it turned a beautiful pale green, with white
dancing flames, oh my goodness, we all stood there
spellbound, it stayed for about 20 minutes and then
disappeared as quickly as it came, none of us had said a word
during the whole thing, it was truly an amazing spectacle. The
wedding was spectacular too!
Val - Gill Close

Good Will to All Men
Irena Sendler a Polish Catholic lived in
Warsaw and joined the Zegota
resistance fighters. In December 1942
she hatched a plan to smuggle out
babies and children. She started
working in the Warsaw ghetto, checking
for signs of Typhus and at the same
time started smuggling as many little
ones out as she could from that terrible place. It is said she
liberated over 2,500 children to safety. She even buried their
names in jars, so that after the war she could trace their
families. She knew that if discovered doing any of these things
she would have been executed. Irena was in fact captured
and tortured but never divulged any of her fellow resistance
fighters names to her captors. With help she managed to
escape, this was on the very day she was due to be executed.
Irena only died a few years ago at the age of 98 but the story
of her heroic deeds live on. A plan hatched at Christmas time
that saved many lives, that really was the true spirit of
Christmas, and 'good will to all men'. In 2009 a film about this
remarkable woman was released staring Anna Paquin, entitled
'The Courageous Heart of Irene Sendler'
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Which team did most pundits bet
would be relegated from the nPower
Championship this season?
Watford. Who has scored the most
away goals and holds one of the
best away records in the League?
Watford. (I write this prior to
Halloween) Yep, the Hornets have been
in the play-off positions in the weeks before
the clocks go back, but with injuries to Scottish
international midfielder Don Cowie keeping him out,
maybe til Xmas, and tough fixtures until the New Year, the
realists expect to slide down the table. The glass-half-full
merchants will take heart from a team that no longer has a long
ball (pass) philosophy - we play with fast, passing movements
with fit young players who try to sweep forward to score goals.
This side has already won as many away games as in the whole
of last season. Ten more wins will see the club safe from
relegation which was the realistic aim in August. There are 33
more ties in which to achieve that 52 point target, yet, if the
slender young squad can stay injury free, who knows? A play
off place may be likely in this very tight division. Watford are
high in the fair play league too. If you take in the live on Sky
game away to table topping QPR on Friday 10th December, be
aware that the team does well when the fast passing and early
balls into the box work, less well when playing a burly 5 man
midfield or our England 'keeper Scott Loach is having an "I'm
going to stay on my line as I'm not sure today" days. We're a bit
dodgy on corners and love a short corner ourselves, instead of
lumping it into the box to have a go. Ex'orns Tommy Smith and
Heidar Helguson will be looking to score goals against us that
night. What is good - or forced on us through poverty - is that
young players from the Harefield Academy and youth team
make it to our first team and try all the harder for it. Five of the
side that played against Scunthorpe, which wouldn't happen at
Man Utd, Arsenal or Chelsea. This bonds the team to the fans
and the fans to the team. And the fans really do mean
something to this club these days. The Harefield Academy have
a new Indian teenager called Pavaneer Singh Sethi playing this
year. If he can break into the first team or reserves, then that
would be real inspiration for Asian kids locally and for Indian
soccer too. Goal scorers from a recent game visited Watford

General Hospital to see our injured fan of the year, Don, who
has seemingly been to every match since the Queen was a
young girl,even though he travels in a wheelchair. The manager
and chairman also took timeout to see Don too. The club
quickly backed fundraising at a recent match by a charity called
BTBuddies formed before he died by another fan, Steve
Brister. This is not about the telephone company - BT in this
case stands for brain tumour and it offers "non-medical
information and inspiration" for those affected by high grade
brain tumours. That means family and friends as well as the
patient. www.btbuddies.org.uk is the address should you want
to look - brain tumours are affecting more young people than
other cancers apparently. All this means there is a good feeling
about our club and players. The players are not big time charlies
who holiday in Dubai after cavorting with ne'er-do-wells. They
come and talk at fans forums in local pubs. In fact our
inspirational captain,an old no nonsense warhorse called John
Eustace, took his family to Devon this summer for his holidays.
I love this guy. He celebrates goals like a surprised small boy
who has won a school sports race in front of his dad.And as he
appears to be playing on borrowed time because of knees that
are shot, his joy for football is even sweeter to behold. So the
slender squad's form could go up or down, with tough games
away to Ipswich the home to big spending (in-debt) Cardiff
and Portsmouth over Xmas before the glory of the FA Cup 3rd
Rnd starts in January. We hope to hang onto our two loan
players, though the best of them, left back Andrew Taylor, is
likely to be recalled to Middlesborough by their new manager
if he continues to play so well. Glory may still come to Watford
this winter as England and Middlesex fast bowler and very-tallperson-indeed Steve Finn, is trying to win cricket's Ashes in
Australia. He went to Parmiters School and is a keen Watford
season ticket holder. As more Byewaters residents should be.
Certainly, if Saracens' determination to leave Vicarage Road
continues, evidenced by "advanced discussions" with Barnet
Council about moving to Barnet Copthall Stadium (don't they
remember the London Broncos disaster?) they'll soon only be
one professional sports club left in Watford. If you have the
appetite for more Watford fans cheery chatter, try the podcast
chat thingy stuff by googling "From The Rookery End"
blogspot. They're quite entertaining too. More than chat about
dog bins and Peverel.
Happy Xmas y'all. "

COOKIE CHRISTMAS TREE

Still collecting email addresses
which are always very helpful.
We have recently had a problem
with the canal lights; I was able
to send some Byewaters
residents email updates. If there
is anything that you wish to raise
please contact me at
fran.koster1@gmail.com

Basic Cookie Dough
Basic Icing
Star cookie cutters, various sizes
Food colouring (green and white)
1 disposable icing bag
1 size “5” decorating tip
Gum drops
1. Prepare dough and icing according to the recipes. Before
chilling cookie dough, knead a few drops of green food
colouring into dough. Chill, cut out and bake star cookies
according to the recipe.
2. Each tree will need 5-6 stars in at least 3 different sizes (you
may use more than one of the same size for each tree).
3. Follow the Basic Decorating Instructions to tint icing with
white colouring and prepare an icing bag with size “5”
decorating tip. Outline stars with white icing and pipe to fill with
white. Let set about 15 minutes before stacking stars. Top with
gumdrop. (Tip: If necessary, pipe a dot or two of icing between
stars to help adhere to each other.)

YOUR BYEWATERS NEEDS

REMEMBER
I read this article that said the typical symptoms of stress
are eating too much, impulse buying, and driving too fast.
Are they kidding? That's my idea of a perfect day!
and
What do you call people who are afraid of Santa Claus?
Claus - trophobic!

POETS CHRISTMAS
CORNER

HOUSEHOLD TIPS
Wrap celery in aluminium foil when putting in the
refrigerator and it will keep for weeks
OR
It could keep forever. Who eats it?

The funniest face looked out at me
from a silver ball on the Christmas Tree!
At first I thought it was Santa's elf,
But I looked again and it was just myself!

Our Excellent Printer is:- The Imagehaus Ltd., 1 The Boulevard, Blackmoor Lane WD18 8UW
Tel: 01923 230035 - Alan
www.imagehaus.co.uk
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“Panto Time”
Well they’ve done it again; the Radlett Centre and the
Watersmeet will both be staging Jack and the Beanstalk! Last
year they both staged Snow White!! This year the differences
might be in the height of the Beanstalks or how many beans
Jack gets for his cow! The giant might be bigger and his ‘feefi- fo- fum’ might be louder, who knows! I am sure both shows
will be great fun and the children will love them, “oh! Yes they
will”. Watford Palace is staging Aladdin he will be joined by
Widow Twankey, Wishy Washy, evil Uncle Abanazer, a magic
flying carpet, also Aladdin’s true love Jasmine. Then of course
there is the magic lamp with a genie and three wishes but I’ve
told you too much, you’ll have to go and see it, a great family
favourite.

JADE – hairdressing in your home
for your convenience

To book an appointment Telephone (mobile): 07826 855053
or (home) 0208 428 7404 Blow-dry £14.00 Cut and blowdry £25.00 - for a full price list please telephone Jade.

Steve's Window Cleaners

Don't have time to keep
your garden tidy OR need a
cleaner OR a dog walker give me a call. I live on
Byewaters and charge very
competitive rates for local
residents.

Small family run company based in
Croxley Green
Regular and reliable service - £1m
public liability insurance
Conservatory roof cleaning service
available Free no obligation quotations.
Please call Steve - 07538 400 788

Tracey - 07507 059065
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