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The graceful, the cute & the comical - ah!

Please send articles, advertising, photographs etc. for the June 2009 Newsletter
to Fran, 78 Byewaters or email fran.koster1@gmail.com

Hi,
Christmas seems a long time ago and now we can look forward to the Spring. The heavy snow, which
looked so picturesque on Byewaters (but always takes us by surprise down south) has disappeared. Time
to concentrate on Spring which is great on Byewaters with the blossom on the trees and all the new life
appearing on the canal and river, so enjoy it all. It seemed like a 'mirage' but the old mile high road humps
disappeared and the new car friendly ones appeared, almost overnight. The new humps are even smoother
than the ones around Byewaters, hopefully everyone is thrilled with this change achieved with the Directors
(BEMC) and BRAGs help. Let us hope that this year the problems holding up the road adoption will finally
be resolved. We had two Byewaters events last year, one was our Carol singing for the Peace Hospice – a
great success. As was our Picnic on the green last July, which was enjoyed by all who attended. So far we have just two events,
if you have any ideas for more events please let me know. With all this doom and gloom and the news each day depressing us
more and more. I noticed a readers letter in the Times which was about East Dorset, it told of many residents having resolved
to play their 'Mamma Mia!' DVD's in place of the news, until things get better. What a good idea! Just think at 10.00 pm each
night you might take a walk around Byewaters and hear Abba's music chiming out instead of 'Big Ben's' bongs for 'News at Ten'!!
Have a great Spring – the newsletter will be back in 'Flaming June', well we can live in hope! (Remember we have a website
www.byewaters.co.uk with a new "Google Alert" facility and a blogsite www.byewaters.blogspot.com)

Fran - Editor
Thanks go to:- Mike Weintroub (Page layout), Imagehaus Ltd (Printing), Les Koster (Cover photos), Parkheath Estate Agents (Sponsorship).

FUNDING HOPES FOR
MET LINE EXPANSION
(Watford Observer 23/1/090

Did you know that Three Rivers District is one of
the safest places to live in the United Kingdom
and crime in Croxley and Byewaters is thankfully
low. (As reported in My Croxley News Jan 09.)
Obviously we have to be vigilant and help keep it
this way.
The Neighbourhood Watch Scheme is there for
the good of us all and more volunteers are always
needed.

The Met line extension to Watford Junction moved a
step closer to realisation last Friday. Hertfordshire
County Council were backed by the East of England
Regional Assembly's regional planning panel - and
the assembly will now advise the Department of
Transport. All concerned are delighted that the
regional assembly will be pushing the Government
to fund the schemes. There is great optimism that
this will go ahead and the line can open in 2017. This
will mean new stations opening at Ascot Road and
Watford West, with improvements made to existing
stations at Watford High Street and Watford
Junction.

Brian - Heckford Close
Neighbourhood Watch Tel: 07951 037130
email: brian.meehan@hertswill.co.uk
(Useful telephone numbers - Crime Stoppers
0800 555111 or 999 in an emergency)

999 APPLIANCES
Perhaps you remember in the September newsletter
an article about my rogue washing machine.
Well after 15 months of telephone calls and letters to
the manufacturer, the problem was eventually resolved
when they agreed to replace the machine, hurrah!!
During January an article appeared in the national
newspapers which caught my eye. A woman had
bought a washing machine from Currys which kept
breaking down. She had to rely on friends and family
to help with the mounting piles of dirty washing – brings
back memories – never a good thing!
Eventually she came to the end of her tether and
flipped. When the engineer arrived for the umpteenth

time and said he was going to leave and order the
parts. This would have left her without a working
machine yet again.
She locked her front door and told the engineer she
was 'kidnapping' him and would not let him out until it
was agreed that she would get a replacement
machine.
She told him to ring 999 if he liked as she was
beyond caring!! Eventually, she too, got a replacement
machine. It just goes to show that companies should
beware when dealing with a woman and her broken
down washing machine!!
My thoughts are with her!!
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Byewaters Estate Management Company (BEMC) News
Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 3/2/09. This was well attended, despite the snow and ice outside. Directors and
members discussed at length various issues: including roads adoption, section 106 money (see the EGM report below),
landscaping, lighting, and the performance of Peverel OM. Peverel OM gave a commitment to circulate the minutes to
members within six weeks. In a healthy display of local democracy, reappointment of directors was contested for the first
time as rival canvassers toured the estate. Raouf Chorbachi was reappointed by 47 votes to 36 and Daryl Conn by 77
votes to 2.
Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) 25/11/08. Three Rivers District Council (TRDC) proposed to finance 1/5 of open
spaces maintenance costs for 20 years from section 106 money (originally paid by Barratts for a different purpose); and
all of open spaces maintenance costs thereafter from other council revenues. There was a clear member consensus
against pursuing this because: there are many associated complications, it might distract from roads adoption, and it does
not offer a significant reduction in our maintenance contributions. Members favoured using the section 106 money instead
to improve maintenance and lighting of Mill Lane, and to light the pedestrian entrance to the estate from Mill Lane (near
the "bungalow"). TRDC's Executive Committee subsequently resolved to use the section 106 money instead for lighting,
footpath and cycleway improvements between Byewaters Estate and Croxley Station (via Mill Lane): subject to agreement
with Barratts.
Road Adoption. Although the 31/12/08 deadline has passed, the parties are still working towards a resolution. The recent
replacement of the Blackmoor Lane speed humps is a very encouraging sign of progress.
Website. Visit www.byewaters.co.uk for up to date information, or to contact the directors. A new facility is registering for
"Google Alerts": that way you receive an email alerting you to any new material on the website. To register, just click on
the "Google Alert" button on the website's home page.
Trees. The recent canal-side path repair revealed that roots from the four adjacent self-seeded trees had damaged the
path. The directors have therefore decided to remove these trees, and will monitor other locations where this may occur.
On the plus side, new estate entrance trees should be planted soon after you read this. They will have a better prospect
of survival than their predecessors: they will have irrigation pipes, and a nearby resident has kindly offered to water them.
Graham Everett

Graham Taylor Back At The Vic
Graham Taylor has had an emotional return to Vicarage Road. The new
boardroom line up is Jimmy and Vince Russo, Stuart Timperley and of course
Graham Taylor. There is no magic wand but he is seeking to re-establish 'trust'
between Watford and their supporters. Let us hope this line up on the board has
The Hornets battling their way back to top form. (Are there any Watford
supporters that want to contribute articles to the newsletter.)

DOG FOULING
My walks around Byewaters has made me bring this to your attention again. The campaign in our
newsletter last year and also at the local schools, we thought was doing the trick, but not so!! I
once read an article a young mother had written regarding dog fouling. She pointed out how
awful it was to come across it all the time when walking out with a toddler unsteady on their feet.
Also when walking or playing with toddlers on grass areas, constantly having to steer them away
from fouling instead of just being able to let them run free. She went on to say that people would
be horrified if she took off her toddlers nappy and let the child run around letting it foul where
ever it wished and then not clearing up after it. Her question was, why then do some dog owners
think it is ok for them to do it. Please send your thoughts on this and ideas on how we can try and
stop it. (The sign, left,was created by children at one of the local schools.)

Holidays - Thinking of Summer

Byewater Babes
––– UPDATE –––

SUMMER VACATIONS
Summertime is here
Like a breeze in the sun.
Summertime is here
Like the wind in your hair.
Summertime is here
Like the smell of the sea.
Candyfloss, popcorn and ice cream on the pier
Summertime is here
Hip, hip hooray.
Summertime is here
No school today.

The December meeting of the Byewater
Babes was again successful, this time
with an entirely different group of Mums.
We had our youngest baby yet at just
six weeks old and, as ever, plenty of cake! There will be
another meeting on Friday, 13th March 10.00 am at 29
Byewaters, (near the Evensyde and Byewaters sign).
Please drop in if you are free, we look forward to seeing
you.

Dawn - Byewaters

Ross Rose (8yrs) - Byewaters
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SAVE OUR HONEYBEES
It seems that we should be very alarmed and that our
native honeybees are in serious trouble
. We have over the
years been removing the things they need most to survive
.
Hedgerows have been cut down along with fields of clover
etc. We had 25 kinds of honeybee 3 of these have already
vanished and 7 more are
in serious danger of
disappearing! Because
of mites and the change
in their habitat our
honeybees are under
threat. Perhaps in a small
way on Byewaters we can
help. Maybe we can plant a small wild garden here with the
children helping to plant it and maintain it. Perhaps we
could investigate having some hives on Croxley Common
Moor. Let me know what small things you think we can
do to help. A quote attributed to Albert Einstein - "If the
bee disappeared off the surface of the globe then man
would only have four years of life left. No more bees, no
more pollination, no more plants , no more animals, no
more man" and in the words of Bob the Builder "Can we
fix it - yes we can". Well I hope so!

"We seek them here, we seek them there,
Those 'humps' we seek them everywhere,
Are they in heaven or are they in hell.........
"who cares they've gone!!
Congratulations to all those concerned in
getting those awful road humps reduced
at long last.
(Poem stolen from the Scarlet Pimpernel)

BRAG
(Byewaters Road Adoption Group)
Tangible Progress! The road humps in Blackmoor Lane
have now been replaced with "speed cushions".
Next steps are the conclusion of an easement agreement
for council access - and then repair and adoption of the
roads on the estate.
BRAG and the BEMC directors continue to speak with
those involved and push for a successful conclusion to
the process.
David - Byewaters

CROXLEY GREAT BARN (1398)
Three Rivers Museum Trust will be opening the 'Croxley Barn' again on the last
Saturday of each month. Commencing 28th March and then 25th April, 30th May, 27th
June, 25th July, 29th August, 26th September and finally for this year 31st October.
Visitors can either make their own way there, walking along the canal towpath towards
Rickmansworth to Lot Mead Lock, turning right just before the cottage, (footpath sign
posted to Rickmansworth). The barn is on the left hand side, just after the farm cottages.
Or you can meet at Caravan Lane, High Street, Rickmansworth, (just after the railway
bridge into Rickmansworth) at 10.30 am.
The barn will be open from 11.00 am until 12.30 pm on each of the above dates. Come
to see and hear a little of our local history.
Alan - Evensyde

Where You Live

Croxley Residents’ Survey Highlights
‘Inadequacies’ Of Store Plan

In 1792 the building of the Grand Junction Canal began. It linked
the Oxford Canal from the Warwick border, passing by Northampton,
Leighton Buzzard and Berkhamstead through the Grove and
Cassiobury Park across Croxley Moor and on to Uxbridge and
Brentford. Here it entered the Thames, and barges could then proceed
via the Paddington Canal to Limehouse. Ninety miles long, with
ninety-eight locks, the Canal was opened in 1805 and the scope for
Croxley's gravel and agricultural industries began to assume national,
instead of local, significance. An inventory of the barges on the canal
in 1802 shows amongst other cargoes, hay straw, lime, dung and
gravel,all of particular interest to Croxley. The inventory for one local
barge is not sparing in its detail. " The Thomas is in a foul leaky
condition, and is now engaged in the Coal and Dung trade to and
from the Thames and Berkhamstead, she was obliged to be pumped
during the loading and unloading. Her length is 71 feet 4 inches and
breadth across the midships 13 feet 7 inches. She draws 13.7 inches
water when light, and 44.66 inches when laden with 74 tons. She
had on board,when these gauges were taken,one fire stove, one pump,
one anchor, one cable, two sets, one kitcher, a pair of oars, three poles,
nineteen gratings, one towing line and one sternfast". The greatest use
of the Canal in Croxley was however, yet to come, and one is tempted
to wonder how different our parish might have been had not the facility
of water traffic been present when John Dickinson was looking around
for a site for his new mill.

(Watford Observer 23/1/09)
400 people have completed
a Resident's Association
survey on the impact of the
proposed Watford Road
Tesco Express store.
Volunteers sought to
assess concerns on parking,
traffic and the need for the
new store. The results of the survey were - 90% said no
more top up stores were necessary. 66% said they would
probably drive to the store. 31% would walk. 93%
identified traffic as a problem in Watford Road. 66% felt
the store would make traffic worse.
The survey highlighted that the 14 parking spaces the
store intends to supply will be inadequate.The results of
the survey have been delivered to Three Rivers District
Council. The application should be heard on Thursday,
19th February. (The application has been rejected once
and twice withdrawn).
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YOUR BYEWATERS NEEDS

We had waited a year for our AGM (BEMC) and had by fluke gone and picked the beginning of February.
Which turned out to be the worst snowfall we had experienced for 18 years. I remember the first meeting
I had attended in Nov. 2006 after moving here in November 2005. There had not been a great turn out
that year, 25 people had attended including 4 Directors. We then waited 15 months for the next meeting
which took place in Feb. 2008. After going door to door and galvanising people, the attendance at that
meeting was much improved, we had 43 people which included 4 Directors. Therefore on that awful
night, the temperature having dropped making the roads very icy. The expectation was that the
attendance would be very low. I am pleased to say that attendance was pretty good, taking into account
the conditions, 37 members including 5 Directors. People had probably had to battle their way too and
from work that day, maybe even come straight from work to the meeting. Others had come back out into
the cold and ice. Two directors were re-elected and the minutes were requested to follow quickly. Miss
Keane and (taking the minutes) Mr. Rochester from Peverel, have given 6 weeks as the time scale for
the minutes (around 17th March). The next AGM (date to be announced) will be next year, but we need
even more residents attending and giving their support and opinions. Please attend the next meeting
your input is needed. I might be knocking on your door nearer the time to try and persuade you to attend.
Your 'Byewaters' needs you, make your voice heard and if there is any voting, make your vote count.
After all this is your 'Byewaters' where you live and where you have your money invested.

Is that a cow’s head on the path
or am I imagining it?

EMAIL ADDRESSES
It might be a good idea to collect as many email addresses as
possible. This could work for us in many ways, at the moment,
because of the present financial climate, it is getting harder to
find sponsorship for our newsletter. Although, I am pleased to
say that Parkheath have sponsored us again. If I had a data
base of email addresses the newsletter could be sent out, if
necessary, this way. I know there are people who do not have
computers and of course some hard copies would still have to
be printed but if I had all this information from residents, the
newsletter could still go on, if sponsorship dried up. Also if
there were any meetings, breakthroughs (road adoption etc.)
this information could be sent out quickly at no charge. If you
do not mind me having your email address then please send it
to fran.koster1@gmail.com
Fran

CAROL SINGING FOR
THE PEACE HOSPICE

It was one of those lovely summer evenings, I had just parked
my car and was wandering to our house, but something
caught my eye. Along the bank I could see what appeared to
be a cows head on the path! On closer inspection, 5 cows had
managed to walk up the river to the little bank on our side and
they were all squeezed tightly together on the little bank. Quite
happily munching the bushes and yes one of the cows had his
head on the path - just resting! We were going to the cinema
that evening, so we thought we would just check that the cows
had moved and that everything was ok. But they were still just
standing there mooing softly. Having had no cow experience,
we decided to call the RSPCA, just in case the cows were
stuck and needed a little assistance. The very nice lady wasn't
quite sure what to do, but promised she would find out and
would call us back. So off to the cinema we went. As promised
the RSPCA lady phoned back and said that we shouldn't
worry about the cows. There was little point in getting
someone down to move them because they would only come
back again. She told us that once they had remembered how
they got there in the first place, they would get themselves off.
So although they were still there when we got back from the
cinema, they had gone in the morning. So the lady from the
RSPCA was totally correct. What amazes me is that we live
in the middle of Croxley, and here we are dealing with cow
problems - how lovely is that?
Val - Gill Close

It was a dark freezing December night and
as the clock struck 7.30 pm we gathered.
Our little troupe of brave, unrehearsed,
nervous residents. We started in Evensyde and worked
our way around Byewaters for almost two hours. We sang
our little hearts out and you know what, it didn't sound too
bad. We even had children coming down stairs in their
PJs to listen to us. By the end of the evening we had
collected £135 for a very good cause. Everyone who
came has already signed up for next year, as we all had
such a fun evening. Even though most of us had never
sung in public before, we all sang out loud and enjoyed
every minute. Please think about joining us next year (we
can reach more houses) 8th December. See you by the
Byewaters and Evensyde signs and join our merry troupe,
all for a very good cause.

THE QUESTION
“I dreamed that, as I wandered by the way;
Bare Winter suddenly was changed to Spring;
And gentle odours led my steps astray;
Mixed with the sound of water’s murmuring”

REMEMBER If it’s sent by ship then it’s cargo. If it’s sent
by road then it’s a shipment! (Dave Allen)

Percy Bysshe Shelley

and for those New Year diets - remember
A balanced diet is a cookie in each hand!

Our Excellent Printer is:- The Imagehaus Ltd.,
Unit 1 (Woodmanstern Hse.) The Boulevard, Blackmoor Lane
WD18 8YW Tel: 01923 230035 - Alan
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