BYEWATERS RESIDENTS
NEWSLETTER
DECEMBER 2008

Byewaters snow scene from my window... and on the canal - swans and ducks on ice.

Please send articles, advertising, photographs etc. for the March 2009
Newsletter to Fran, 78 Byewaters or email fran.koster1@gmail.com

Hi,
Well Christmas is nearly here and the New Year is
almost upon us, where has the year gone. Maybe
we will be glad to see the back of 2008 with all its
doom and gloom and awful summer. Let us hope
that 2009 is a much better year, that the economic
climate improves along with the actual climate
(good summer maybe)!
This is our fourth
newsletter therefore we have now completed our
first year. It is becoming a bit of a struggle to find sponsors but as long
as you all think this is worthwhile, I will continue to try and keep it going. Please let me know if you want to keep the newsletter.
We have a few regular contributors from Byewaters and it would be great to have more of you send in your articles. During this
year we have also had a blogsite and website created. Great strides have been taken to improve a few minor problems on
Byewaters that needed attention. Of course there have also been major breakthroughs, the 'road adoption' etc. with the Directors
and BRAG'S help. Also 'Byewater Power' with residents clubbing together to defeat an unwanted planning proposal that would
have blighted the Moor etc.
The next AGM will be on the 9th February 2009, more details nearer the time, hope to see you all there.
Wishing you all Happy Hannukah, Merry Christmas and a very Happy, Healthy New Year.

Fran - Editor

Thanks go to:- Mike Weintroub (Page layout), Imagehaus Ltd (Printing), Les Koster (Cover photos), Parkheath Estate Agents (Sponsorship).

Byewaters Estate Management Company (BEMC) News
Canal-side bollard lights (at weir end). The work to the electrical supply cables of the bollard lights (announced in the previous
newsletter) has now been completed. These lights are now working, except for the first one (the cost of repairing which would
be disproportionate). The taller lights between the bollard lights and the weir remain the responsibility of Barratts until such time
as the roads are adopted.
Replacing footpath lights. At the last AGM some members considered the bollard lights should be replaced, because of their
vulnerability to vandalism. Peverel OM therefore agreed to research alternative types of light. An electrical contractor has since
provided information and quotations on four alternative types. The quoted costs (excl VAT) to supply and fit range from £630 to
£1168 each. The directors consider these costs prohibitive (especially as vandalism seems to be less common now): but will
consult members at the next AGM.
Repair to canal-side footpath Repairs have now been carried out to the canal-side footpath and the nearby car park.
Children's play area. At the very successful summer picnic arranged by Fran, she suggested a sign saying that area is for
children, not dogs. The directors saw the merit of this suggestion, and the sign is now there!
Other companies on the estate. As well as the BEMC (of which house owners are all members), there are four separate
companies for each group of flats (of which flat owners are all members). Directors of the five companies have started to meet
occasionally, so as to liaise better. Directors of the flat companies will be invited as observers to BEMC members' meetings, as
they also are affected by some of the matters discussed there.
Website. Visit www.byewaters.co.uk for up to date information, or to contact the directors. The website has pages on: company
description, company news, contacting the company, roads adoption, planning applications affecting the estate, and requests
for help. It also has a link to the Peverel OM website (or visit it direct at www.peverelom.co.uk). BEMC members can register
there on "Avenue", and access many useful documents including:
• BEMC's Articles of Association
• BEMC's accounts for year ending 31st October 2007
• BEMC's service charge estimates for year ending 31st October 2009
• Your individual account with Peverel OM
Annual General Meeting (AGM) Is the BEMC 2009 AGM (on Tuesday, 9th February) in your
diary? This AGM is only for BEMC members, who will receive formal notice of it beforehand.
Graham Everett

STOP PRESS – Roads Adoption
An Extraordinary General Meeting of the Byewaters Estate
Management Company Ltd. took place on Tuesday, 25th
November at 7.00 pm. The Directors were all present as was
Councillor Phil Brading. A good number of Byewaters
Residents also attended the meeting.
The first matter, 'proposed adoption by the Highways
Authority of roads on Byewaters Estate' was discussed at
length. The key to this is an “Easement” agreement between
Greenhills who own Blackmoor Lane and Hertfordshire
County Council (HCC). Currently this is still being negotiated
and there appears to be a few minor issues which are
preventing the conclusion of this vital agreement.
The meeting decided it was important to remind those
involved of our strong desire to see these matters resolved,
and to encourage residents to write to Greenhills and the

Councils (HCC and Three Rivers) to urge them to please
compromise and sign the easement agreement. This will
then open the route to improvement of Blackmoor Lane
(including revision of the road humps) and the adoption of
roads on the estate.
A draft letter and details of who to write to will appear on
the www.byewaters.co.uk website.
The second matter discussed at the meeting was 'possible
adoption by Three Rivers District Council of open spaces on
Byewaters Estate'. This did not seem to offer Byewaters very
much benefit and most people were of the opinion that
perhaps the money held by the council could be spent on
something else. Minutes of the meeting will follow, this is just
news in brief.
David – Bywaters
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WHERE YOU LIVE
Less than a thirty minute walk from our development is
the Croxley Great Barn. Constructed in 1398 the barn
measures 101ft x 40ft, has five weather boarded bays and
is aisled. It still features many original timbers, possibly
locally grown. In 1640 Cromwell's troops were alledgedly
billeted in the barn. Three Rivers Museum Trust are
opening the Barn for visits on certain Satruday mornings,
usually the last Saturday of the month, commencing again
next Spring. (Dates to be announced.) To reach the barn,
the footpath from "Lot Mead" lock, signed to
Rickmansworth passes close by. For more information
www.croxleygreatbarn.co.uk
Of course Croxley Common Moor right on our doorstep is
a site of special scientific interest and is also a designated
local nature reserve. Abundant with insects, wildflowers
and birds such as Green Woodpeckers, Kingfisher, Grey
Wagtail, Reed Bunting. Also on the Moor this year a pair
of barn owls reared two chicks in next boxes, as did
Tawny Owls. Placing nest boxes this year has been a
great success.
www.hertsbirdclub.org.uk/croxley common-siteguide.html
has more information. We really do have everything right
here on Byewaters, no wonder we all love living here.
Alan - Evensyde

Byewater Babes ––– UPDATE –––

A CHRISTMAS CARD FOR SANTA

The first meeting of the Byewater
Babes in September was enjoyed by
all. The mums had a great chat and
made some new friends, while the children explored
the different toys and got to know each other. There
was an abudance of cake, which meant my husband
was finally allowed to eat some, which he was thrilled
about. We have agreed to meet regularly and are
looking forward to meeting other mums who left their
details but couldn't make the
September meeting. There will be
another meeting on Thursday 11th
December, 2 pm at 29 Byewaters, so
please drop in if you are free.
We look forward to meeting you.
Dawn - Byewaters

Bobbi Katz
We all hung up our stockings, and we left you a nice snack.
By now, I guess, dear Santa, you have filled your heavy pack.
Your reindeer must be ready to take you for a ride.
Do you have both your mittens? It's so very cold outside.
Be careful, please, dear Santa, on the rooftops where you go.
They're slanty and they're slippery, with a crust of ice and snow.
I guess I should be tired, but I cannot fall asleep.
Tonight I'll count some reindeer, instead of counting sheep.
I think you are the nicest man to do the things you do.
Merry Christmas, Santa dear, and a happy New Year too!

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
Just a short note to remind everyone to keep everything locked over Christmas
if going away. Do not leave Christmas packages and shopping inside your cars
on display. Take care when on the roads. Always report anything suspicous,
let us take care of each other and be good neighbours. Wishing you all,
Seasons Greetings and a safe New Year.
Brian - Heckford Close
Neighbourhood Watch. Tel: 07951 037130
email: brian.meehan@hertswill.co.uk
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LONG STAY BARGES

Mulled Wine

For some time near Lock 79 by Mill Lane we have had long stay
barges. In the summer some were causing a nuisance with noisy
generators etc. but mostly it was just that they were 'living' along the
canal. British Waterways, as reported in the last
newsletter, did issue notices and they moved on
but only to return. New notices were issued to
them and most have indeed departed again. In a
recent ‘My Croxley’ an article appeared
regarding the barges on the other side of lock
79 where people have been living for a long time.
I was aware that British Waterways was trying to move them on as
they were causing a nuisance, with regard to waste etc. A photograph
of the waste which included fridges, bicycles, furniture and human
waste showed the full extent of the clear up. This was at a huge cost
to British Waterways which diverts money from more beneficial work
they could be carrying out.
Can we please keep a look out for long stay vessels that could
potentially be 'living' here and may also begin to cause the sort of
problems that have been experienced on the other side of the lock.
I am sure we all want to protect the moor, lock and surrounding areas
near our homes both for personal and environmental reasons. Please
keep note of long stay vessels and report them to either Caroline Moon
(caroline.moon@britishwaterways.co.uk) or Andy Wright - Patrol
Officer South East Waterways (Andy.Wright@britishwaterways.
co.uk) or Murray Geddes - South East Business Development
Manager (murray.geddes@britishwaterways.co.uk) or Three Rivers
District Council 01923 776611.

CAROL SINGING FOR THE
PEACE HOSPICE

Can we have your support for one night on 9th
December at 7.30 pm to join us for a fun evening of
singing and raising money for charity. Visiting friends
and neighbours around Byewaters collecting for
charity and singing as we go. No training given, so
however good or bad you are, we need you, (Hum
along if you like) it is all for a good cause. Please join
us by the Evensyde & Byewaters sign as you enter
Byewaters, or contact Fran, info on front cover of
Newsletter. Look forward to singing with you.
(If it is raining on 9th,we will swop to the 10th. If still
raining we will try 11th,hopefully one of these nights
should be dry.)
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For warming you as you sit by the fire on
Christmas Eve. Did you know that 'mulled'
simply means heated and spiced. An
ancient tradition was to drink from the
'wassail bowl'. The word 'wassail'
originated with the Danes, and in Saxon
times the original form of the word was
'waes hail' and meant 'be in good health'.
Also the classical method of heating mulled
wine was with a 'mulling iron'. You would heat your iron in the
fire, tap the heated iron to remove any ash or scale, then dip
the iron into your wine. This not only warms the drink but can
also add to the flavour.
Ingredients
2 bottles of cheap red wine (a rough dark red is best or 'Plonk')
- Four Oranges - 2 Lemons - Orange & Lemon rind - 100g
demerara sugar or 2 tablespoons of Honey - 6 Cloves - 2
Sticks of Cinnamon or Pinch of Cinnamon - other ingredients
can be added such as Aniseed, Fennel, ginger, dried torn
bayleaf and maybe even 2 tablespoons of Contreau or Brandy.
Method
1. Insert the Cloves into 3 oranges 2. Grate the peel from the
4th Orange and 1 Lemon then squeeze the Juices into a cup.
3. Place the grated Orange & Lemon peel and the 3 Oranges
into a saucepan. 4. Add the Cinnamon and the 2 bottles of
wine and any other spices, and juices. 5. Warm to about 60°C
(140°F) DO NOT BOIL. 6. Warm the glasses and enjoy.
Jonnie Craddock's words of wisdom ".. and pray remember to
insert a silver spoon in each glass before pouring, lest you
crack the glasses and thereby lose the contents ..."

MY HOLIDAY
Well, we went to the Maldives
for the most wonderful
holiday, but I have been put off
eating fish forever....

something was tugging on my
line, it made me jump and I
screamed out! The other
ladies on board screamed
too, much to the surprise of
the men. Neil had to come
and rescue me, it felt like I
had captured Jaws! It took
ages for the line to be reeled
in and then there it was! Over
the side came the most
beautiful little fish, all 4 inches
of it! I don't know who looked
more surprised, the fish or
me! After all the excitement, I had to sit down, as I was
feeling decidedly sea sick, I was relieved when we
returned to the harbour. The fishermen emptied our
catch onto the pier, we had to jump over it to get off the
boat. The sight of my beautiful little fish, who just a few
hours earlier had been happily swimming along, just
lying there, really upset me. So since our return to the
UK I have been unable to even contemplate eating fish
again. Becoming vegetarian seems very appealing.
I'll let you know how I get on! You definitely won't see
me fishing along the canal or river!

This year had been the worst,
due to two very close family
bereavements. Then came
joy in September, with our
eldest daughter Emma's
wonderful wedding. Then of
course there was my 60th
birthday!! So to recharge our
batteries we were off to the
Maldives. The island was so beautiful it took my breath
away, we were into our second week feeling chilled and
relaxed when my lovely husband, Neil, decided that
along with others, we would go Night Fishing! Never
having been fishing before I thought I'd go to keep him
company. I managed to board the bobbing fishing boat
without falling into the sea. We chugged out to sea for
about half an hour, in total blackness. My tummy was
feeling rather wobbly! A fisherman gave me a large reel
with a line, and on the end of the line was a lump of
tuna. He helped me put my line over the side and I sat
thinking 'oh this isn't so bad, I think I can manage this'.
Little did I know what was coming next! Soon

Val - Gill Close

If you see a fat man, who's jolly and cute wearing
a beard, and a red flannel suit and if he is
chuckling and laughing away while flying around
in a minature sleigh with eight tiny reindeer to
pull him along, then let's face it - your eggnog's
TOO STRONG!
REMEMBER Anyone who believes that men are the equal
of women has never seen a man trying to
wrap a Christmas Present!
and for the New Year - be safe.
If at first you don't succeed skydiving is not for you!
Our Excellent Printer is:- The Imagehaus Ltd.,
Unit 1 (Woodmanstern Hse.) The Boulevard, Blackmoor Lane
WD18 8YW Tel: 01923 230035 - Alan
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