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Please send articles, advertising, photographs etc. for the September
Newsletter to Fran, 78 Byewaters or email fran.koster1@gmail.com

Hi Again,
This is the Summer edition and our second issue. The feed back from Residents has been very positive and for this to continue
we definitely need your input. For the feature 'My Holiday' please submit an article sharing with us your holiday escapades.
It does not need to be exotic, just memorable. We have an article from Greenhills Real Estate our new neighbours, the new
owners of the Croxley Green Business Park. Also news on their 'Green' campaign and plans for the future. The aim is to have
four newsletters each year March - Spring, June - Summer, September - Autumn and December - Christmas/Winter. Advertising
is another part of the newsletter and is free, this is mostly for local interests & forthcoming events. Byewaters first summer picnic
is to be held on the green near the bungalow flats at 2.00 pm on Sunday 13th July. All are welcome – just bring a picnic and
meet your neighbours. A sunny afternoon (we hope) by the canal and river, hopefully an annual event. Looking forward to seeing
you all there.

Fran - Editor

Thanks go to:- Mike Weintroub (Page layout), The Imagehaus Ltd (Printing), Les Koster (Cover photos), James Estate Agents (Sponsorship).

HELLO - I'M A DIRECTOR (of Byewaters Estate Management Co. Ltd.)
This company's directors (currently five) are all estate residents, who give their time without payment for the sake of the estate
and its residents. They recognise that there's always room for improvement. They welcome the contribution of this newsletter
to keep residents in the picture, and appreciate Fran's initiative and effort over this.
Current news:• The directors want to ensure that their company's Annual General Meetings are never more than a year apart. They have
therefore arranged the next AGM provisionally for 3rd Feb. 2009. Company members will receive confirmation and meeting
details nearer the time.
• The directors have taken on board the need for better communication between directors and members. The new company
website (wwww.byewaters.co.uk) will complement the newsletter. It includes a facility for e-mailing the directors. A resident
has kindly assisted with setting this up, without charge.
• The electrical contractor employed by Peverel OM has done some research on the canal-side lights (at the weir end) which
don't work. He has proposed a cheap initial trial remedy, which the directors have approved. If this proves insuffucient,the
directors will need to decide whether complete rewiring of the bollards (much dearer) is justified.
• The idea of stockpiling lamp heads for replacement after vandalism has turned out to be impractical because it would prevent
insurance claims.
• The directors have instructed Peverel OM to replace the two dead trees at the estate entrance, because of their landmark
position. Would any nearby resident be able to water them regularly until they become established?
• The directors have postponed a decision on replacing other dead trees because of the high contractor charge quoted. Would
any residents help with DIY plantings? If so, please contact the directors.
• Some directors attended a recent meeting between Three Rivers District Council and Hertfordshire County Council about
road adoptions. The sticking point has been over Greenhills Asset Management (which owns Blackmoor Lane and the
Croxley Business Park) granting to District & County Councils a right to use Blackmoor Lane inperpetuity. No written
confirmation has yet been received of two oral reports.
• that Greenhills does not object to the right of access
• that Barratts Southern Counties will pay the costs of upgrading both Blackmoor Lane & the Byewaters roads.
The directors reminded the meeting of the three important concerns.
• health & safety issues of roads not maintained to the county minimal standards (lighting & blindspots etc)
• physical damage to vehicles
• potential adverse effect on property values from the road adoption being an unresolved longstanding issue overshadowing the
estate.
Graham Everett

CROXLEY RAIL LINK

A Note to All Up And Coming
David Beckhams & Freddie Flintoffs

As reported in the Watford Observer 2nd May 2008. The
proposal is that the two kilometre single track between
Watford Junction & the Met. Line Station in Croxley Green
be reinstated with a double track. A new station to be built
in Ascot Road & the currently redundant Watford West
Station (close to Tolpits Lane) redeveloped. The line
would then run through Watford High St. Station before
terminating at Watford Junction. Six Met. Line trains an
hour would run between London & Watford. The current
Met. Line Station in Cassiobury Park Ave. would close. All
of this is still under discussion.

Can all football/cricket (all ball games) be played on the large
piece of grass area near the lock, by the bungalow flats. This
grass area has been allocated for these games. The other
grass areas around the estate are not large enough for ball
games. They are also in close proximity to peoples' cars,
gardens, windows and we do not want any breakages. Ball
games are great for the young and active but can be
extremely annoying to everyone else. We are lucky that we
have an area that exactly fits the bill so close to where we
live. Maybe 'David or Freddie' will pass by some day on the
way to the Moor and you could be 'talent spotted' !!! Then we
might have our very own 'top player' on Byewaters.

FIRST BYEWATERS ESTATE PICNIC BY THE LOCK - 2.00 P.M. - SUNDAY, 13TH JULY 2008
Remember on Sunday, 13th July 2.00 pm, you are all invited to a picnic by the lock. Let's hope the
Summer will have arrived by then. Bring chairs, blankets and a picinic and meet your neighbours.
Looking forward to seeing you all there - on the grass by the bungalow flats.
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FRIENDS OF CROXLEY COMMON MOOR CELEBRATE A 10TH ANNIVERSARY
This all started because a building contractor in 1998
attempted to build on the Moor.
Thanks to the enthusiasm and loyalty of volunteers the
Moor is kept clean and well maintained.
This picturesque spot is on our doorsteps and thanks to
this group of volunteers, we all can continue to enjoy it.
There is always plenty to do and so the group meets
each month - every second Sunday (8th June) at 10.00
am. Meet at the bottom of Mill Lane by Lock no: 79 Grand Union Canal - the more the merrier! Plenty to eat
plus cups of tea will be provided.

Who's who on the Byewaters Estate Let me try to explain!
Simple it's not! Responsibility is shared between......
Barratts, which originally built the whole estate & still owns all
the estate roads - an unsatisfactory situation which the
Byewaters Roads Action Group (BRAG) is trying to change.
Byewaters Estate Management Company - responsible for managing many of the communal landscaped areas
(including the entire canal & river-side strips) + matters
concerning the houses. All house owners are members of this
company. (see article 'Hello - I'm A Director) - Four separate
management companies (Byewaters Estate Management
Companies numbers 1,2,3 & 4) for each group of flats. All flat
owners are members of the company for their group. Each of
these companies are responsible for - its communal parking &
landscaped area - managing the block's common parts
(including external maintenance & decoration). Peverel OM
employed by all these five companies as their managing
agent. Peverel OM is responsible for all the day to day work
of management such as: - supervising the gardening arranging repair of damaged estate lights. However Peverel
OM is answerable to the directors of the relevant
Management Company, who are responsible for all major
decisions concerning their company including - approving the
accounts - major expenditure. House owners on this estate
are in a different situation from most house owners elsewhere
- because of the communal areas they have to pay a service
charge - because of the covenants, they don't have a
completely free hand over what they may do to their
properties. Maybe all this complexity is a price worth paying
for living in such lovely surroundings!
Graham Everett

MY HOLIDAY
Pond by Laura Corsan (aged 12)
As the sun shines,
The distant rays of light hit the ripples
,
The plants sway in the breeze,
The breeze, so gentle and cool..........
There is so much life in this one little pond,
Water trickles down the stones,
And as the water hits the pond,
Bubbles form,
They have a little life,
But as one dies another forms.
Have you got a holiday story or poem - we'd love
to hear it.

WHERE WE LIVE
John Dickinson 1782 -1869
John Dickinson was born in 1782, he began his career as

a stationer in London. He devised and patented paper
making machinery in 1807 and 1809. Until then paper
had been made by hand, sheet by sheet, but Dickinson's
machinery enabled paper to be made in continuous rolls.
In 1826 he started to negotiate with Gonville and Caius
College to purchase this site for Croxley Mill. As it was on
a Common, part of Common Moor, an Act of Parliament
was needed to authorise it. Work started in 1830 and by
1838 was producing 14 tons of paper a week. Lord Ebury
lived at Moor Park and had a view of the Mill, and to meet
his objections it was built with an 'Egyptian Front'. It had
two massive columns and an entablature of painted
stucco. Croxley was one of seven factories Dickinson
eventually owned, the others were at Apsley, Leighton
Buzzard, Liverpool, Home Park, Nash and Tottenham.
1872-3
Some of the roads on this development are named after
employees and directors of the company. George Longman was a partner in the early years, C.R. Gill became an
Export Manager in 1903 (he was still with the company in 1920/21). Heckford was a laboratory technician, Basildon
and Evensyde are named after types of paper produced at Croxley Mill. It was finally closed on 15th December 1980
just 150 years after it opened. Production was transferred
further up the Gade Valley. The site is now occupied by
the Croxley Green Business Park and our residential
development.
An Eighteenth Century Paper Saying:- Rags make Paper,
Paper makes Money, Money makes Banks, Banks make
Loans, Loans make Beggars, Beggars make Rags.
(Nothing much changes!)

Alan – Evensyde
1929
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RICKMANSWORTH WATERWAYS TRUST - FESTIVAL 2008
Lots of Byewaters residents will have visited the Rickmansworth Festival recently and enjoyed it. Organised by the
Rickmansworth Waterways Trust, with the strong support of Three Rivers DC. Since 1993, it has been changing and
growing. It now has two 'venues' Batchworth Lock and the Aquadrome, with historic and modern boats. The Trust hopes
and believes it provides 'something for everyone'. A terrific Rickmansworth event the Festival also provides a fair amount
of funding for the Trust's main activity, an education programme 'Learning at the Lock' for primary school children. This
year was a real success, the weather, unhelpful on Saturday but great on Sunday. With an excellent turnout, enjoying
the music, theatre, displays, stalls, refreshments etc. Shire horse display, International Guild of Knot Tiers, Battle of
Britain Memorial Fllight, working boats (open to the public), the Little Union Canal (the only working model canal in the
country), various talks and the Environmental Fair - all provided real interest and a full day out, a successful Festival. You
may not know, because it takes place on public land, the Trust cannot make a charge for entry, relying entirely on
donations at the points where visitors arrive. The Festival gives great value for any size of donation, but hoping people
feel able to support us well!! It is always on the third weekend of May, a date for your diary 16th/17th May 2009! To get
involved in the work of the Rickmansworth Waterways Trust and for more details have a look at our website
www.rwt.org.uk or contact the Festival Director david.montague@btinternet.com or the Canal Centre at Batchworth Lock
(99 Church Street, Rickmansworth WD3 1JD or batchworthlock@hotmail.co.uk We hope you enjoyed the 2008 Festival,
see you next year!! We are always looking for new members - come join us and enjoy the waterways on your doorstep.
Fabian Hiscock – Rickmansworth Waterways Trust - Byewaters Resident

CANADA GEESE
A very interesting article has appeared on the blog site
- so for those who do not have computers it is copied
here.
'I think we are right as a community to be concerned
now about the Canada Geese which are not native to
the UK, and are assited in surviiving in unnaturally large
numbers by humans feeding them and driving out
natural predators. They are a long lived bird, and a
single pair of Canada Geese can increase to more than
50 birds in as little as five years. They are aggressively
territorial and do deter other native birds from nesting
and staying in the area. Because they are herbivorous
birds they can destroy marginal and bankside vegitation
through grazing and damage to soil structure through
puddling (walking on) bare soil and planted areas as
they get in and out of the water. It is the home-owners
on the estate that will have to pay for the replanting and
re-shoring of the canal edges (on the estate side of
course) and as an estate we also have riparian
obligations on the River Gade so damage to the river
bank would have to be paid for by us too. I dare say
there are some who would sue us if they slipped on our
footpaths also... Info about these wild birds, the
problems they cause and legal - though some will not
think humane – solutions can be found here:http:www.defra.gov.uk/rds/publications/technical/tan_51.pdf
A simple step that we could take as a community

(although I am sure it will never happen) is that all
artifical feeding should be stopped immediately. People
who feed the geese need to be educated about the
problems they are creating. When fed by hand, geese
become concentrated, making them more aggressive
toward people because they are expecting to be fed.
Hand feeding also makes geese more susceptible to
disease, such as avian botulism and avian cholera.
Moreover, artificial feeding especially with bread, rarely
provides the proper nutrients that geese require. Thus,
artifically fed geese often develop wing deformities,
which hampers their ability to fly. One suggestion to
deter the geese from coming onto the path or your
garden is the use of a length of shiny tape as a visual
barrier. You need a tape that is about 1/2 inch wide,
say, red on one side and shiny on the other. To use as
a fence, string one or two strands between two posts or
bamboo sticks and twist the tape two or three times.
When the wind blows, the tape rotates, creating a flash
between the red and shiny sides. This unfamiliar flash
acts as a visual barrier and makes the geese shy away
from the area. Shiny children's windmills can also help.
I have to say though that experience from the WWT
(Wetlands Advisory Service) suggests that none of the
methods (including those above) used in isolation are
likely to be successful .... still a bit of tape is worth a try!'
Phew! something to think on!

THE CROXLEY GREEN RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme (keeping us all safe)

Concerned with matters local to Croxley Green, meets
roughly six times a year, open to the public, all are
welcome. Produces the 'Resident' newsletter, delivered
free to all on Byewaters etc. They are looking for a
Secretary are you interested ? If you want to know more
about the job and what they do contact (Chairman)
Brian Norman 01923 779331 or Rosemary Hanscombe
01923 449945.

Always looking for more co-ordinators
Contact Brian 07951 037130 or email:
brian.meehan@hertswill.co.uk
It seems that thieves are on our Estate again and
targeting tyres. They manage to get the tyres without
setting off the car alarm, BMWs are a favourite! If you
see anything suspicious please contact the Police.
Have you any ideas on how we can stop this!!
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BRAG - BYEWATERS ROADS ADOPTION GROUP
BRAG has been formed by residents to influence and progress the adoption of the roads on the estate by Three Rivers District
Council. Since our first meeting in April we have clarified the issues which need to be resolved in order to enable road
adoption. Here is a brief summary of the situation.
The council continues to indicate that it is willing to adopt the estate roads providing that it is able to secure acceptable access
rights to travel over Blackmoor Lane (a private road owned by Greehills as part of the Croxley Green Business Park). The
estate roads (and their footpaths and verges) are still owned by the original developers - Barratt - who have an obligation to
maintain the roads until they are adopted by the council. The directors of the Byewaters Estate Management Company have
continued to lobby local councillors and others to progress the situation. Recently, a new round of meetings and discussions
has begun between TRDC, Barratt, Greenhills and Hertfordshire Highways. A provisional date of 31st December 2008 has
been set to resolve or discontinue these matters. To access a report on these discussions please visit www.byewaters.co.uk
The successful adoption of the roads by the council will bring several benefits inclluding reduced cost and complexity when
buying or selling homes on the estate, the correction of the road humps on Blackmoor Lane and council standard maintenance
of the estate roads and footpaths. BRAG will continue to monitor the progress of current negotiations - and will increase its
engagement if these start to falter.
David Whittaker, Byewaters

CROXLEY GOES GREEN
Turning the idea of a traditional business park on its head is where we started when Greenhills acquired the flagship 75 acre
Croxley Business Park, with 50 tenants and 2,500 employees, from Standard Life for £150 million in August 2007.
Now re-named and re-branded Croxley Green Business Park, our aim is to develop a sustainable business community by
‘Greening’ the Estate and its buildings to create grade A, energy efficient, cool contemporary work space that dramatically
reduces the level of future energy consumption. At the same time we aim to create an exceptional work/life balance environment
throughout the Estate that positively attracts people through its gates.
Numerous energy saving measures and initiatives are therefore being incorporated throughout the Estate and individual
buildings to include:

• State of the art, energy efficient heating, cooling and ventilation systems.
• Air handling plant heat recovery.
• Occupancy detection and automatic daylight dimming lighting.
• Smart energy metering and management.
• Rainwater harvesting. • Car sharing scheme.
• Recycling of paper, cardboard and other commercial waste.
Our work/life balance initiatives are to include:

• Cycle fleet for free hire • New café/ restaurant
• River walkway break out area • Lunchtime/ Evening classes
• Planned all weather sports pitch • Planned crèche
• Planned gym • Planned swimming pool
• Fun events throughout the year
Our aim is not to simply rent out space but actively engage in our occupiers
businesses and help them plan for growth or even downsizing. Whilst we already host a number of large multi-national corporate
occupiers such as GE Money, Ferrero, Hills Pet Nutrition, De Lage Landen Leasing and Medtronic, smaller businesses are
welcome to join us as we are keen to work with all sizes of companies to help them achieve their potential by creating the ideal
working environment. We have space available from 1,500 sq ft to 75,000 sq ft in a wide range of buildings.
We are very keen to develop links with the local community and are sponsoring two local schools and a number of local charities.
We have an on-site marketing and management suite open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday and anyone is welcome to call
in at anytime of you would like a tour of the Estate or any building.
Greenhills was formed two years ago with the backing of two blue chip pension funds, Arbejdsmarkedts Tillaegspension (ATP)
and the Dutch Stichting Pensioenfonds (ABP) and owns 36 individual buildings predominantly in London and the South East, with
a value of approximately £700million.
Marcus Richardson – Director – Greenhills 0207 182 1025

www.croxleygreen.co.uk

www.greenhillsre.com

Croxley Revels - on the Green 2008
The annual celebration of Mid- Summer - 'Revels' will be held
on Saturday, 21st June, thiis will be the 88th year (the
modern Revels began in 1920) and it always commences
with the carnival procession. A new feature will be a separate
sound stage and will be a showcase for local musicians/
bands (1.00 pm - 5.00 pm.). Stalls, sideshows, live music
throughout, a full programme of the many events is being
produced and will pop through your letter box one or two
weeks before the event. www.croxleyrevels.co.uk A fun event for all the family.

A THOUGHT TO END ON If you have melted chocolate on your
hands – you are eating it too slowly!!!
Our Excellent Printer is:- The Imagehaus Ltd.,
Unit 1 (Woodmanstern Hse.) The Boulevard, Blackmoor Lane
WD18 8YW Tel: 01923 230035 - Alan
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